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This photo was taken on June 23, 1907 from the city’s water
tower. It’s looking northeast. The Soo Line Depot is near

The early years of Thief River Falls

(Reprinted from the April
9, 1904 Thief River Falls
Review)

The first settlement
made on the present site of
the growing city of Thief
River Falls was in 1879, by
a man named Frank
Russell, who had married in
Dakota, a Creole Squaw,
and came here and camped
near the junction of the two
rivers on the reservation.
He was driven off by the
Chippewas, when he relo-
cated as a squatter and
built a log house in the
grove at the west end of the
iron bridge. In dJanuary
1881, John LaBree bought
him out and filed on the
land as a homestead. In
payment for the squatter’s
rights, Mr. LaBree gave
Russell $60 in cash, a cow, a
light platform wagon, and
two lots on Horace Avenue
between Third and Fourth
streets, and filed on 160
acres as his homestead,
which covered a greater
part of the present business
portion of the city. As soon
as possible, LaBree had
land extending from the
present LaBree Avenue to
the river, broken up and
into crop, corn, wheat, etc.
The first crop of wheat was
raised in 1885, Gilbert
Haavi doing the first shock-
ing.

In the fall of 1880, a man
named Joe Gudo opened the
first trading store, which
was burned down after run-
ning but a few months.
When he left the country,
Mr. LaBree started a store
and commenced trading
with the Indians in 1881. At
that time, this place was on
the Indian trail between the
Red Lake Reservation and
Crookston, the supply point
for this part of the state.

Section 33, Township
154, Range 43 was soon
taken up as homesteads by
George Maxfield, John
LaBree, John Hemmingson,
and Charles Anderson. The
Maxfield quarter was con-
tested and after a hard fight
was won by William Porter,
and afterward owned by
Philipp Zeh and William
Porter, now deceased, and is
known as Porter’s Addition.

In the summer of 1890,
Mike Burns filed on Section
4, Township 153, Range 43.
This is the land just south
of the city in the town of
Roxbury. After proving up,
he left his farm and made
his headquarters at Hotel
Ogahmah in 1887 (he being
single at the time), which
was owned by C.A.
Robbecke, who ran it in St.
Hilaire prior to 1887, but,
as this place had, to his eye,
better prospects, the hotel
was moved here in sections,
put together again, and
opened up as the first hotel
in the city.

In September 1883, J.W.
Wallin bought off Otto
Busse, an undivided 6 acres
in the northwest corner of
the southeast corner of
Section 33, and built a
house, into which he moved
his family and opened a
store. The nearest post
office was one and a half
miles south, down the river,
at the home of Charles
Johnson, a Dbrother of
Martin  Rockstad (and
called it Rockstad.) He was
succeeded as postmaster by

a Mr. Richey, who held it
but a few months and aban-
doned it when it was turned
over to Mr. Wallin in 1883
and moved to his house,
near where Hans Nelson
now lives. The office fix-
tures consisted of a soapbox
divided into six pigeon-
holes. Wallin held the office
until 1889, when Hans
Nelson, who moved his
store and building up from
St. Hilaire in 1888 and
located it on the first lot
south of the Ogahmah
Hotel, was appointed post-

master in place of Mr.
Wallin.
In 1888, Carl

Kretzschmar came up from
Red Lake Falls, bought 10
acres of land from William
Porter and on February 18,
started the building of the
dam and the erection of the
0.K. Roller Mill. He moved
his family here on June 12
of that year.

The settlement, entirely
on the west side of the river,
had grown to about 200
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left center. The photo was taken by W.A. Beardsley and C.E.
Hellquist, according to the note on the photograph.

traveling for weeks hunting
for that office before it
would reach its destination,
if ever, and in the summer
of 1891 the name of the post
office was changed to the
present name, under the
protest of many who wanted
it named Ogahmah Falls.
Early in 1890, those
owning property in the set-
tlement met and organized
the village of Thief River
Falls and the first village
council, which consisted of
Carl Kretzschmar, presi-
dent; M.V. Evenson, Phillip
Zeh and Charles A.
Robbecke, trustees; and
William Porter, recorder.
They held their first meet-
ing May 26, in the O.K. Mill
office. J. W. Wallin was
appointed treasurer;
Charles Myers, pound mas-
ter; Henry Williams, consta-
ble; and Adam Zeh, justice
of the peace. On June 23 of
that year, the first saloon
license was granted to El
Larieviare, the license
being $500. In June of 1890,

named it Red Lake Rapids.
In 1892, C.J. Knox bought
and platted 80 acres on the
east side, known as Knox’s
Addition to Red Lake
Rapids. On September 1,
1896, an election was held
which incorporated the
platted territory on both
sides of the river into the
city of Thief River Falls,
with F.H. Kratka, mayor;
C.J. Knox, John E. Burkee,
P.O. Bergh, and C.A.
Robbecke, aldermen; Lars
Backe, clerk; J.W. Wallin,
treasurer; and Ira C.
Richardson, city attorney.
The town of North, Polk
county, was established in
1882, and in 1884 the first
election was held, with J.B.
LaBree and R.S. Hoyt,
judges; and Ed LaBree,
clerk. The following officers
were elected: R. Hoyt, Ole
C. Larson, and John B.
LaBree, supervisors; C.
Knudson, treasurer; Peter
Newman, clerk; Samuel
Krueger, justice of the
peace; C.A. Svenson, con-

This photo shows a scene from about the
year 1900. It shows a scene looking north
from where 300 Motor Service used to
stand. The vacant lot was where J.C.

souls and was called Thief
River Falls. On August 17,
1889, a paper was started
by C.C. Knappes and A.E.
White and called the Thief
River Falls Press. C.M. and
M.V. Evenson, who had
started a hardware store
here, soon bought the paper
and Mr. White ran it until
February 1, 1891, when H.
E. Mussey bought and took
possession of it. F.J.
Stebbins bought a drug
stock also owned Dby
Evenson Bros., and took
possession in May, both
occupying the building now
Wassen’s feed store. The fol-
lowing October, C.J. Knox
came from Minneapolis and
opened the real estate office
in the same building, and in
January 1892, Dr. Grundy
came and had office room in
the same building. It was a
jolly crowd. At this stage,
this building, the Great
Northern Hotel (since
burned), the small house
north of the City Drug
Store, and the building now
occupied by Simonson and
Co.’s Clothing Store were all
the buildings on Main
Avenue north of Third
street, and east to Labree
Avenue was vacant and cov-
ered with a heavy growth of
brush and small timber.

A great deal of trouble
was caused by mail being
addressed to Thief River
Falls when the post office
was in Rockstad, some mail

the village bought Lot 20,
Block 18, to build a jail on,
which was built in 1891.

On October 17, 1891, the
election was held to vote on
a bond of $1,000 to aid in
building the iron bridge. Aid
in the amount of $7,000 was
received from the state and
Knox and Tindolph gave the
materials for the approach-
es, the construction of
which cost $675, making
the total cost of the bridge
$8,675. As the only means
of crossing the river had
been a pole bridge over the
dam, which went out in
high water, the iron bridge
was a great benefit, as it
opened the way for a larger
number of settlers south
and east to come here and
trade the entire year.

In July 1882, Dennis
Connelly filed on the south-
west corner of Section 34 as
a homestead and built a log
house a little south of the
present lumber office, into
which he moved his family
and platted what is known
as Connelly’s Addition to
Red Lake Rapids. After liv-
ing here until 1888, he
bought his present farm
west of town and moved out
there.

In June 1882, James
Warner became the owner
of parts of Sections 33 and
34 (the east side), and in
December 1888, Wiley
Tindolph bought these
lands, planted them and

Penney (Ronning’s) once stood. The cap-
tion states that two of the buildings across
the street are saloons. The vacant lot was
used as a hay market.

stable; and James Krueger
and Dennis Connelly, road
overseers. The first case in
justice court was Hans
Nelson versus P.O. Lewis,
in 1879. The first boy born
in the town was Oscar A.
Wendt, August 5, 1885, and
the first girl was Hattie
Johnson, September 20,
1885. The first death was
E.F. Morgan, August 10,
1887, aged 70 years, 9
months, 1 day. The first
chattel mortgage recorded
was L.M. Larson to W.K.
Dernis for $30.

The finest flour was processed
at the 0O.K. Roller Mill

The O.K. Roller Mill was
established in 1888 by
Charles Kretzschmar well
known throughout Polk
County as one of the first
businessmen of Crookston.
After moving from Red
Lake Falls where he was
identified with its interests
for several years, he moved
to Thief River Falls where
he constructed the dam
across the Red Lake River
which was one of the best
structures of its kind in the
state.

Mr. Kretzschmar then
dug a race one thousand
feet through hard pan, con-
structing the O.K. Roller
Mill near its head.

What this institution did
for Thief River Falls cannot
be properly estimated. Here
the farmer could find a
ready market for a portion
of his wheat. The best flour
was made here and the Red

Lake Reservation was
largely supplied from this
mill and the county east of
Red Lake also.

Mr. Kretzschmar’s abun-
dant water power, besides
furnishing the motive pow-
ers for the Roller Mill, also
turned the wheels of the
Wright Saw Mill and P&dJ
Meehan’s Planing Mill.
While thousands of horse
power was wasted, it was
hoped that before long an
electric power plant would
be established and the city
would be supplied with elec-
tricity from the latent
power of Mr. Kretzschmar’s
dam.

Besides the advantages
the dam backed water far
up the river, to the reserva-
tion lines. The shore line
was also secured by P&dJ
Meehan, who wused this
pond for log storage.

LUMBER ¢q.
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Thief River Falls Retail Lumber Company - 320 Bridge

Street (now 1st Street) - the business sold in 1899 included
standing timber, logs, the saw & planing mills, shore rights,
3 steamboats & a number of lumber yards for $500,000.

Lumber made here
built Thief River Falls

P. & J. Meehan’s planing
mill was started here in the
fall of 1891, by P. & J.
Meehan from Wisconsin,
who commenced the erec-
tion of a saw mill on the
river.

It had a daily capacity of
about 40,000 and consisted
of a large circular saw,
edger, trimmer, shingle and
lath mill, besides a planing
mill situated on south Main
Avenue. The coming of this
mill to the city gave its
growth quite an impetus,
both in population and busi-
ness.

In March 1899, the
Meehans sold out to the
Thief River Falls Lumber
company who immediately
took possession and started
the erection of a large mill
by taking out the old mill
entirely, enlarging the foun-
dation greatly and putting

in two band saws.

Each year marked an
advance in the amount cut,
men employed and the
wages paid, in 1904 the mill
was producing one and a
half million feet of lumber a
week, running twenty
hours a day, employing over
300 men and paying out
over $16,000 each month in
wages. Most of the logs
were brought across Red
Lake and down the river, a
distance of nearly 200 miles
and about 5 million were
being shipped in by rail.

The planing mill, in con-
junction, was one of the
most complete in the state,
making it possible to fill
any order that come in and
from six to ten carloads of
lumber were shipped every-
day plus sales directly to
customers from the yard.

VT

1905 - Looking northeast from the west side of the Red Lake River - Lumber Mill, Great
Northern bridge, Steel Bridge (1st Street) - Soo Line bridge.



Page 2

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS

Wednesday, September 29, 2021

Mrs. S.T. Johnson
first woman to vote
in Thief River Falls
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(One of the most impor-
tant advances for women
during the past century has
undoubtedly been achieving
the right to vote with the pas-
sage of the 19th Amendment
in 1920. Following is the re-
port from the Thief River
Falls newspaper on the first
presidential election after the
amendment was ratified and
an interesting accompanying
editorial from the same
issue.)

“Mrs. S.T. (Regina Sande)
Johnson, 715 Arnold Ave. N.,
not only was the first person
in Thief River Falls to cast a
ballot in the presidential
election of 1920, but was the
first woman to make use of
her privilege of equal suffer-
age with the men of the city.

“Thinking to avoid the
rush at the polling places,
she accompanied Mr. John-
son to the Auditorium previ-
ous to 6 a.m. Promptly at
that hour, she called for her
ballot and in three minutes
time handed it to her hus-
band, who was acting as
judge for the Second Ward.
Let us hope that she voted
“right” - whatever that may
be.

“S.T. Johnson served with
honor during the four years
of the Civil War and was
wounded in action during
the seven days battle before
Richmond. Born in the state
of Maine, he came to Min-
nesota 37 years ago and for
the past 33 years has been a
resident of Thief River Falls.
Mr. Johnson has been judge
at election time for the last
20 or 25 years, missing but
one time when he was serv-
ing as clerk in the village.
He has undoubtedly cast
more ballots, red, white or
blue, into a ballot box than
the combined total of any
other three people in the city
- and, though he is getting
along in years, he expects to
cast quite a few more as the
years pass.”

(The following is the ac-
companying editorial.)

The Women Voted

“Those who were so cer-
tain that the women of the
country would not take ad-
vantage of the opportunity
to vote even though the priv-
ilege were extended to them,
did not know what they wer
talking about. The women
did vote, and to judge by the
results, must have voted
pretty much one way.

“However that may be, it
is greatly to their credit that
they evinced such unmis-
takeable interest in the gov-
ernment of the country in
which they live. Whether or
not their choice of candi-
dates was in every instance
the right one is a matter of
no importance whatever. It
is probable that an occa-
sional many might be found
who is not so certain of his
ground in this respect. The
one big outstanding fact is
that the women voted as
soon as permitted to do so
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and did a very workmanlike
job of it.

“Election officials in Thief
River Falls pay a high com-
pliment to the new voters.
They say that in rare in-
stances were their services
required to set one of them
right and as proof that the
women knew what they
were doing, it is pointed out
that there was hardly a
spoiled ballot to account for
in the 1,700 cast in the city.

“It 1s altogether likely
that the majority of women
were guided in their choice
of candidates by their men-
folks,, but even this is hardly
sufficient cause to demand
their disqualification. Most
of us depend on what we
hear and read for our opin-
ions of issues and candidates
and it is hardly to be ex-
pected that the women will
so soon prove their superior-
ity in this particular respect.

“The new voters did won-
derfully well and success-
fully refuted all arguments
ever advanced against their
disenfranchisement. Partic-
ularly have residents of
Thief River Falls a right to
feel proud of the way in
which the novices acquitted
themselves at their first
trial.”
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An aerial view of Thief River Falls sometime prior to 1954
since the original Pennington County Courthouse is in the
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Center is now located at that spot. (Photo courtesy of the
Visit Thief River Falls Facebook page)

middle of the photo. The Pennington County Government
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This undated photo provides an aerial view of Thief River Falls from the and the Lions Park water tower is in the upper right-hand corner.
west. To orient readers, Lincoln High School is left of the center of the photo,
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CONGRATULATIONS THIEF RIVER FALLS
We’re Proud To Be A Part Of The Community

The Abundant Life Congregation began in June, 1984, with organizational meetings held at
the home of Inga Geving in Thief River Falls.

The first worship service was held at Our Savior’s Academy gym during the summer of 1984,
with Burton Hushagen as pastor. In September they used the Knox school gym for worship and
Sunday school until the church was built.

The congregation was formally organized in July 1984, and given its official name,
“Abundant Life Church of Thief River Falls.” Also in July 1984, a parsonage was purchased at
Appletree Court in Southtown.

In October 1984, the congregation purchased 66.66 acres of land adjacent to Evergreen Street
and along Pennington Avenue from Norwest Bank, and broke ground for the 78x70 foot new
church building. The building was designed by Pastor Hushagen, with the congregation as the
contractor, and members volunteered labor for construction with Oliver “Skip” Swanson as
construction foreman.

The first service in the new building was held on Easter Sunday, April 7, 1985. A special
dedication service was held on July 14, 1985, the first anniversary of the congregation.

A bell tower and lighted church sign were built by members in 1995 and were paid for by
memorial gifts.

In April 1995, the congregation joined the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations, and
adopted the name “Abundant Life Free Lutheran Church.” Pastor Hushagen served as pastor
until his retirement in July 1994. Pastor Wesley Langaas, who came here with his family in July
1994 from McVille, ND served from 1994-2013. Pastor Michael Johnson served from 2014 to 2016.
The present pastor is Pastor LeRoy Flickinger who has served since May of 2016.

Abundant Life Free Lutheran Congregation extends a warm welcome to their Sunday
worship at 9:30 a.m. (broadcast on 99.1 FM) and Sunday school at 10:30 a.m. (September - May).

Abundant Life Free Lutheran Church

1602 Pennington Ave., Thief River Falls 681-2300
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The history of telephone in Thief River Falls dates to 1900

Editor’s note: The follow-
ing is a partial re-print of
the story that appeared in
the July 28, 1954 edition of
the Thief River Falls Times.

by Joe Cervenka
Northwestern Bell
Telephone Co.

It was a big year for new
things in Thief River Falls in
1900. Electric lights were
turned on for the first time
just two days before the turn
of the century. A patent med-
icine peddler came to town
in a “horseless carriage” to
give many local residents
their first glimpse of an au-
tomobile, and a Thief River
Falls businessman, H. Fant,
announced plans to start a
telephone exchange in the
community.

Fant, who operated a con-
fectionary store, had re-
ceived permission from the
city council in May of 1900 to
start an exchange, but he
did not get it into operation
until a year later, the Thief
River Falls News reported in
its May 3, 1900 issue:

“H. Fant will soon put in
a telephone exchange at
Thief River Falls having ob-
tained a franchise from the
council at the last session for
that purpose.” No further
mention of this is made in
the News until Jan. 31,
1901, when it was reported:

“H. Fant will commence
the building of the local tele-
phone exchange at once. The
telephone poles are now
here.”

On March 21, 1901, the
News reported that “H.
Fant’s telephone exchange
will be in running order this
week.” However, the ex-
change was not started until
late April or early May that
year because on April 24,
1902, the News published an
article announcing that Fant
had been compelled to order
“A new 200 switchboard” to
accommodate his increasing
business, this coming “less
than a year” after he had
“started the exchange here
with a small number of sub-
scribers and now has 124.”

The first long distance
telephone connection appar-
ently was made to Crook-
ston. The Thief River Falls
News-Press reported that on
March 20, 1900, the North-
western Telephone Company
was given permission by the
city council “to use the
streets and alleys of the city
for placing its poles and
wires when it constructed a
long distance line to the city
from Crookston.”

Although available copies
of early Thief River Falls
newspapers make no men-
tion of where Fant located
the first switchboard, pio-
neer residents of the commu-
nity recall it was in the
space now occupied either by
Poppler’s (Hazel Blue) or by
the Ben Franklin Store Cof-
fee Bar. The switchboard re-
mained there until about
1910 when it was moved to
the second floor of the Caldis
Building, then to the north-
east corner of the Union
State Bank building, next to
the old auditorium building
and then back to its present
location in the bank build-
ing.

Long distance service was
first made available to
Fant’s customers through
their telephones in May,
1901. The May 23, 1901
News, reports:

“H. Fant has had the local
telephone connected with
the long distance, which
makes it very convenient for
the local subscribers.” This
was the extent of the news-
paper’s coverage of the new
service.

Residents of nearby com-
munities approached Fant
on extending service to their
towns because on Sept. 19,
1901, Fant said in a “Perti-
nent Pointers” advertising
column in the Thief River
Falls News:

“H. Fant - The people up
in the Thief River Lake
country are very desirous of
having telephone communi-
cation with this city, and I
may build a line up there
this winter. If I build, I will
eventually extend it to
Roseau and Warroad.” Just
exactly when service was
started to these communi-
ties is not clear.

Fant hadn’t been in busi-
ness long before he found
out that bad weather can be
a big headache in the tele-
phone industry. According to
the Aug. 15, 1901, News, a
wind and rain storm hit the
Thief River Falls area, and,
among other things, “H.
Fant’s telephone exchange
was damaged considerably.
Many of the wires were
blown down and telephone
poles were broken. His dam-

age is estimated at about
$200.”

On Feb. 27, 1902, the
News further reported with
regard to proposed long dis-
tance extensions:

“The wvillage council of
Warren will give H. Fant, of
this city, an exclusive fran-
chise for a term of three
years to construct a long dis-
tance telephone line through
the city, providing the
Northwestern does not de-
cide to build there within 30
days. The line, which Mr.
Fant proposes to build, will
extend from this city to Pem-
bina, N.D., and give the peo-
ple of that section connection
with the outside world. The
people of Warren are foolish
if they do not accept Mr.
Fant’s proposition, and
thereby enjoy this modern
convenience.”

No mention is made in
the early news stories as to
who were the very first tele-
phone customers in the com-
munity. However, among the
very first were the following
advertisers in the news, who
by late 1901 and early 1902
were including their tele-
phone numbers in their ad-
vertisements as follows:

“Drs. Tupper and Strand,
phone 27.”

Central Mercantile Co.,
phone 19.”

“Law Office of Perl W.
Mabey, phone 89.”

Among the early cus-
tomers also was Dr. G.W.
Booren, Thief River Falls
dentist, who 1is still a tele-
phone customer today. He
recalls that he first had a
telephone in 1903, and in all
that time he had only two
telephone numbers - 79 and
then 33, the number still as-
signed to him.

Fant operated the ex-
change until 1907 when he
sold the property to J.M.
Bishop. Bishop held it only a
short while, selling on Sept.
1, 1908, to the Tri-State
Telephone Co., which pro-
vided services until North-
western Telephone
Exchange Co., predecessor of
today’s Northwestern Bell
Telephone Co., purchased
the exchange in 1918.

Although the Thief River
Falls News of 1901 offers no
description of the type of
telephone equipment used
when Fant started the ex-
change, old-timers believe
the switchboard had only

S

one position. Customers
were equipped with the
“crank type” magneto tele-
phones, which were changed
to a common battery at the
time the switchboard was
moved to the old auditorium
in 1913.

The first telephone opera-
tor in Thief River Falls was
Andrena Helgeson, now
Mrs. Emmett Crowe of
Washington state. The sec-
ond operator was Mrs. Louis
Yell, nee Anna Soards, who
now lives in Minneapolis.

Mrs. Yell says she worked
as an operator from 1903 to
1910. During those years,
she recalls her duties con-
sisted of more than switch-
ing calls. “Sometimes we had
to start the generator if it
failed. And we collected bills,
too,” she said.

According to Mrs. Yell,
there was no operator at
night during the very first of
the telephone.

The first linemen identi-
fied by Mrs. Yell were Al
Dixon and William Ferris.

One of Northwestern
Bell’s present operators in
Thief River Falls, Mrs. Olga
Eklund, recalls that when
she started work as an oper-
ator in 1913, a four-position
switchboard was in use. The
chief operator at that time
was Mrs. Al Warner, now of
Fargo. Mrs. Minnie Lund-
gren, who now lives in
Anoka, was an operator then
also.

Mrs. Eklund says she’s
much busier now than she
was in her early years at the
job; although, at that time,
there was a wider variety of
duties to perform.

“We used to give baseball
scores, the time and even
wake people up,” she said.

Her most exciting mo-
ment as an operator came in
1933 on a bitterly cold win-
ter morning. The old audito-
rium, in  which the
switchboard was located,
caught fire at 3:30 a.m., and
Mrs. Eklund remained at
the board sounding the
alarm until she had to be
dragged away.

The number of telephones
in the Thief River Falls ex-
change  has  increased
steadily over the years. Only
a few customers were first
served by Fant in 1901, but
subscribers were gradually
added until they totalled
1,200 in 1930; 1,850 in 1940;

In 1904, the Thief River Falls telephone switchboard had only
two positions, and it looked as shown above. The operators
are Melina Moran and Rose Moran.

3,000 in 1950 and more than
3,200 at present.

Thirty operators here now
handle approximately
15,000 local and 580 long
distance calls daily, com-
pared with 9,200 local, and
205 long distance calls on
the average in 1940.

A.J. Rau has been North-
western Bell’s manager of

the exchange since 1929.

In 1957 new dial equip-
ment was installed in the
area which eliminated the
need for operators to connect
local calls. The new system
and new numbering plan as
called the “2-5” numbering
plan, because each number
was composed of the letters
MU (for MUrdock), the num-

ber “1” and then four more
digits. Phone numbers now
looked like “MU1-4432.
Later it was simplified to
681, which are the numbers
corresponding to MU1. Long
distance calls still required
the assistance of an opera-
tor.

K 1

GEO.W.

C_ H !... Giizscdsiy boco. &

S

On this day in June 1954, operators handled

This photograph was taken in 1903. It shows
the headquarters of an up-and-coming Thief
River Falls business - the telephone service
provided by H. Fant. Fant and his staff oper-
ated the telephone service inside his confec-
tionary store, which was located on LaBree

This is a picture of the telephone switch-
board in Thief River Falls as it looked in
1916. Pictured from left are: Sophie Hoyum
(Mrs. L.H. Husby), Olga Knutson (Mrs. Olga
Eklund), Adele Golden (Mrs. Orville Herron),

Minnie Lundgren (Mrs. Martin Lundgren),
Elsie Bundhund, Rose Moran (Mrs. Al
Warner), Regina Amundson (Mrs. Arvid
Westling), Mary Parenteau, Gertrude Nelson
(Mrs. Oscar Cerny).
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ice Johnson, Mrs. Olga Eklund, Mae Hijelle,
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Avenue about where Poppler’s, now Hazel
Blue, is located. In the doorway are the two
operators, Andrena Helgeson, who became
Mrs. Emmet Crowe, and Anna Soards, who
became Mrs. Louis Yell. The linesmen were
Will Ferris and Al Dixon.

16,847 local calls and 698 long distance Joan Johnson, Elsie Higdem, Joan Peder-

calls. The operators are, from left: Mrs.

Louise Steenerson, Mavis Kaushagen, Jan-

son, Mildred Schmitke, and Beverly Blaze.

]
o

We want to thank
all our customers for your
support and patronage
over the past 36 years.
We look forward to serving
you in the years to come.

Dean Brugg

Speed's

[

43 years

\

eman ¢ David Bruggema ¢ Zachary Hanson ¢ Greg Ornist
18 years

Speed’s Auto Service g

1605 Hwy 33 SE, Thief River Falls » 218-681-4154

e Ornquist ¢ Bonnie Ornquist, Speed Ornquist

20 years ~ Owners ~

14 years

40 years
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CELEBRATING 125 YEARS

Wednesday, September 29, 2021

Congrats City of Thief River Falls

on your 125" year anniversary!
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GOLF CLUB
Hwy. 32 N., Thief River Falls

(218) 681-2955

ConGRATULATIONS THIEF RIVER FALLS

on 125 YEARS!

The professionals at KS have over forty years of experience delivering
innovative, yet practical solutions for clients. KS offers the service
and attention you expect from a smaller firm, with the expertise

you expect from a larger firm.

g ~ KAYS,
ST GERMAIN

& CO. PLLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

TAX SERVICES

PAYROLL SERVICES
ACCOUNTING SERVICES
BUSINESS ADVISORY SERVICES

HOURS:
Monday to Friday
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

216 Pennington Ave Phone: 218-683-5351
Suite A .
PO Box 407 Fax: 218-683-5353

Thief River Falls, MN 56701 |Email: info@trfcpa.com

TRF grows by a modest 2.4 percent

According to the 2020
census, the population of
Thief River Falls increased
2.4 percent and now stands
at 8,749.

The Census Bureau re-
leased its final reports last
week. On April 1, 2010, the
population of Thief River
Falls was 8,573. At 8,749,
the population grew by less
than 200.

Thief River Falls Mayor
Brian Holmer said he
thought the city’s population
would have been closer to,
but not over, 9,000. Holmer
said he expects some
changes to city wards as re-
districting takes place.

Demographics

Persons under 5 years of
age make up 7 percent of the
population. Persons under
18 represent 22 percent of
the population, and persons
over the age of 65 years of
age represent 20.1 percent of
the poplation. For the most
part, that compares favor-
ably to national trends.
Thief River Falls’ population
of individuals 65 and older is
slightly higher. Nationally,
this group makes up 16.5
percent of the population.

Racially

The racial make-up of in-
dividuals living in the com-
munity 1s largely white.
Nationally, individuals who
identify as white alone,
make up 76.3 percent of the
population. In Thief River
Falls, the percentage of indi-
viduals who identify as
white 1s 93 percent.

Residential

garbage cans Ouir rolloff truck

Les’s Sanitation Inc.

« Offering two sizes of garbage cans for residential service
« Various sizes and scheduling for business customers
+ Roll off containers for larger construction projects

Our front load
garbage truck

1345 State Highway 32 S, Thief River Falls, MN 56701
Phone: (218) 681-7312

THIEF RIVER FALLS AERIE NO. 2368
Fraternal Order of Eagles

305 Red Lake Blvd, Thief River Falls ¢ 681-2406

Did you Kknow?

communities through stewardship.

Did you know? The Eagles have donated over $50,000 to Trails to Treatment,
which is a local charity that gives funds to families battling cancer. The
proceeds are raised through our annual Summer Golf Tournament and our

annual Winterfest event.

» Did you know? That we have helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars
through raffles, benefitting everyone from our local sports teams, local arts,
area school activities, and families dealing with hardship! Some of our
benefactors have been our local baseball, volleyball, swimming, and hockey
teams, the skating club, choir programs, and countless families.

Did you know? Our Womens Auxiliary hosts an annual Christmas Tree Walk that
raises thousands of dollars for our local Hospice organization!

Did you know? We are one of two businesses in Thief River Falls that is
designated as a “Bicycle Friendly Business” by the League of American
Bicyclists. We are one of two hubs for “Join Bike TRF” and run multiple “rides”
from the club, promoting health and wellness, while having a good time in

the process!

( Did you know? The Eagles supports our members who are servicemen/women
and first reponders that are Killed in the line of duty, guaranteeing a

"4 scholarship and medical expenses to their children.

Did you know? The Eagles loves our Mothers! On February 7, 1904, Fraternal
Order of Eagles Past Grand Worthy President Frank E. Hering made a public
plea to recognize mothers everywhere. A decade later, President Woodrow
Wilson signed a proclamation making Mother’s Day a reality.

Did you know? The Eagles has the best staff in town, always willing to welcome
our community members, and making our out-of-town guests feel like part of

the family!

Now you know! The Eagles is about “People Helping People.”

the Ace Hardware store until they
purchased the Sons of Norway Hall

Did you know? The motto of the Eagles is “People Helping People.” The goal
of our club is to promote the improvement and well-being of our local

Fraternal Order of Eagles
Aerie #2368
305 Red Lake Blvd.
Thief River Falls, Minnesota,
Chartered on Feb. 9, 1941
Held their meetings above

where they are now located.

Housing

In terms of housing, the
median value of owner-occu-
pied housing (2015-2019), in
Thief River Falls is $135,700
compared to $217,500 na-
tionally. The median se-
lected monthly owner costs
with a mortgage is $984 in
Thief River Falls and
$1,595 nationally. The me-
dian gross rent (2015-2019)
is $693 in Thief River Falls,
and $1,062 nationally.

Computer?

A total of 86.1 percent of
households in Thief River
Falls have a computer. Na-
tionally, the rate is 90.3 per-
cent.

Education

Education shows some in-

Not sure of the date this photo was taken It

teresting differences, too.
The percentage of individu-
als with a high school degree
or higher among persons 25
years or older is 92.3 per-
cent, but nationally it’s 88
percent. On the other hand,
only 19.7 percent of resi-
dents have a bachelor’s de-
gree or higher while
nationally 32.1 percent of in-
dividuals have a bachelor’s
degree or higher.
Income

The median household in-
come (in 2019 dollars) be-
tween 2015 and 2019, shows
some significant differences.
The median household in-
come in Thief River Falls is
$49,790, but it’s $62,843 na-
tionally.

shows early telephone service providers in  website.
Thief River Falls and was obtained through

Se of the orlgmll mmbers of te Thléf

For more information, log
onto the Census Bureau
website at www.census.gov,
and click on the QuickFacts
link, and enter the name of
the state, county, city, town
or zip code.

Pennington County

According to the Census
Bureau, the population of
Pennington County in-
creased from 13,930 to
13,992, a 1.4 percent in-
crease.

An accurate count of the
population serves as the
basis for political represen-
tation and plays a vital role
in many areas of public life.
It could determine how mil-
lions of dollars in public dol-
lars are distributed.

the Pennlngton County Historical Society

T.RE FIRE
DEPT.

C.C. Schuster, John Peteron, Chris Pbrter,

River Falls Fire Department included (left to Louis Hanson, James Farr, Joe Johnson,

right): Louis Lonson, Emil Zeh, N.W. Tarrant,

G.D. LeSage and Chief Paul Medderigh.

From a volunteer bucket brigade
to the TRF Fire Department

First Fire Chief
Harvey E. Mussey
1894-1895

If your home caught fire
prior to 1893 in Thief River
Falls, a volunteer bucket
brigade fought the fire. It
wasn’t until 1893 that Thief
River Falls had an organized
fire department.

On March 1, 1893, a de-

fective chimney led to a fire
at a small building owned by
John LaBree and occupied
by Sam Heasley. According
to a 1917 history of the fire
department, the loss wasn’t
much. However, it was the
impetus for a formalized fire
department since the de-
partment was no more than
a volunteer bucket brigade
at that point.

On Sept. 15, 1893, the
Village of Thief River Falls
Council ordered a hook and
ladder truck and two five-
gallon Babcock fire extin-
guishers to assist the
volunteer bucket brigade.
The equipment cost $494.
Before long, the equipment
arrived. Through the efforts
of future Thief River Falls
Times publisher Harvey E.
Mussey, the first fire depart-
ment was organized March
8, 1894. Mussey was elected
the first Thief River Falls
fire chief.

Firefighters received no
payment for their firefight-
ing until February 25, 1896.

After that time, they re-
ceived $1 for each fire call to
which they responded.

Like today, firefighters
participated in training dur-
ing the early years of the fire
department. It was Mussey
who decided that the signal
would be three strokes of the
fire bell repeated for a
length of time. Their fire bell
was the Central School bell.

Fires weren’t the only
turmoil seen by the fire de-
partment. Members dis-
banded for a brief period of
time in March 1905 after a
disagreement with the Thief
River Falls City Council.
The fire department reor-
ganized later that month
after the council agreed to
the members’ demands.

The Thief River Falls Fire
Department has been going
strong since that time. It is
now a combination full-time
and volunteer fire depart-
ment comprised of 28 fire-
fighters.

’\ ~ =
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This fire is of the Golden Rule Department
Store, Citizens State Bank and doctors office
and Theater upstairs, according to the cap-

tion on the back of the photo. It’s where the

J.C. Penney store used to be,
ning’s. A note on the front of the photo
states it happened in 1914,

now Ron-
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1945 Lincoln Graduate Makes First Solo F llght

= When you want to get there fast
»-charter one of cur modern
ﬂﬂl’lfSﬂGll’lﬂ cabin plancs. Whether it's cross-
El 'ﬂll ts country or only a couple dl houns'
U fight, just telephone us and we'll
Toka yaus Samnily be ready whenever you decide
';_"";‘:_' o to take wing!
a
Law rates for Safe, comfortable plancs—li.
grovps. Phone or prisingly moderate costwhen you
detall go by alr taxl.
The Thief River Falls airport started in 1944 with anda -
Investigate nowl

a turf landing strip. In 1946, two 2,500 ft long
paved runways were constructed.

Miss Lily Hovden 17, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Hovden last week was the first trainee learning to fly at
the Thief River Falls airport to make a solo flight. She
nad received ten hours of Instruction from Lester the
local pilot-instructor, in his Taylor-craft plane, and had
worked while attending school here to obtain funds to
pay for her flying time. A 1945 graduate of Lincoln high
school, she plans to Keep on with her training until she
obtains a commercial pilot's rating. Also soloing during
the past week was Ernest J. Barzen while Chris Kierk,
veteren local flier, has resumed activities at the local air-
port. (June 14, 1945 TRF Times)

THIEF RI

NAL

THIEF RIVER FALLS

MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

Phone 7F121 Night Calls 934R

ER FALLS

AIRPOR

o
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_.' rar -s.-_r “\~ o _. L
- f ﬁﬂﬁ' _' o 3 . N - .|'\--|..r -._
N 3 : ’ S —
VLA _ ey — Leatl TR NATAY e
- 19
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Serving Thief River Falls & Northern Minnesota

Two jet flights daily from Thief River Falls to Minneapolis with our 50 seat ERJ-145 aircraft.
Interline agreement with United Airlines.

Fast ~ Reliable ~ Affordable
ﬂ ){ ’A E\* (@l A]I' Contact us for schedule and fare information.

CONNECTION www.denverairconnection.com * 855-235-9322

Terms and conditions: Seats are limited and may not be available on all flights or all days. Checked baggage fees and oversize/overweight fees may apply. Visit https:/www.denverairconnection.com/policies/baggage to learn more. These fares are nonrefundable and are only available on flights marketed by Denver Air Connection for Denver Air Connection. Tickets purchased through Denver Air
Connection's call center (866-373-8513) incur an $8 booking fee. Changes are permitted for a fee of $20, plus any applicable fare and tax differences made after ticketing. Cancellations are permitted greater than 24 hours before scheduled departure for a fee of $20. Cancelations are not permitted less than 24 hours before scheduled departure. Fares include U.S. government taxes and fees. Al fares
are in U.S. dollars and are subject to change without notice, and other restrictions apply.
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Railroads

(Editor’s note: I was going
through my notes regarding
the history of The Times and
came across a history of rail-
roads in Thief River Falls
that was written by Stuart
dJ. Nelson in June of 2012. It
provides some interesting
context to the history of the
community because the two
are irrevocably connected.
The story appeared in a
newsletter published by the
Pennington County Histori-
cal Society. It is the most
complete history of the rail-
road in Thief River Falls
that I have seen.)

Railroads: Red Lake and
Pennington County

by Stuart J. Nelson

The Great Northern Rail-
way, through its predecessor
the St. Paul and Pacific Rail-
way, was the first railroad in
the area. Their line between
Crookston and the Canadian
border had Emerson-Noyes
Dec. 2, 1878 to connect. The
St. Paul and Pacific became
the St. Paul, Minneapolis
and Manitoba Railway May
23, 1879. A branch off this
line was built from Shirley
to St. Hilaire running
through Ives and Wylie in
June 1883. This line ex-
tended to Thief River Falls
October 1892 and into Red
Lake Falls in December
1892.

The first depot in Thief
River Falls was located
along Kinney Avenue near
the crossing at First Street.
This depot burned in 1894. A
replacement was built at the
same location. In 1990, the
Great Northern built a spur
from their wye to the new
lumber planning mill on the
east side of the river, cross-
ing on a bridge just north of
the dam. Pleas were made to
the Great Northern to relo-
cate their depot on this spur
but to no avail.

The Minneapolis, St. Paul
and Sault Ste Marie Rail-
way, popularly known as the
Soo Line, began building
north from Glenwood in
1903. The Soo Line was con-
structed into Thief River
Falls on Sept. 11, 1904, and
continued building north to
the Canadian Border at
Noyes to connect with the
Canadian Pacific Railway on
October 29, 1904.

The Soo Line depot was a
24x104 wood building lo-
cated on Third Street. The
Great Northern now decided
their depot could be moved

were an important reason this area was settled

after all and it was moved to
the west side of Main Av-
enue on the Lumber spur in
late 1904.

The Great Northern also
extended its line north to
Greenbush in 1904 after
promising for at least five
years. The line was further
extended to Warroad in No-
vember of 1908.

The Northern Pacific
Railway had built a line
north from its main line east
of Hawley in the late 1880s.
This line ran through Fertile
to Red Lake Falls and then
west to Grand Forks with a
short branch of about five
miles from Key West to
Sherack.

The NP crossed the Great
Northern at Ives, but the NP
named the location Dorothy
even though it was the same
place. This line also crossed
the Great Northern main
line at Dugdale, west of
Mentor. In 1905, the Great
Northern had begun using
the NP line near Dugdale,
named Tilden dJct, to Red
Lake Falls and then on their
own trackage through St.
Hilaire to Thief River Falls.
The Great Northern aban-
doned its trackage from
Shirley to Wylie in 1906-07
and served Wylie infre-
quently from St. Hilaire.
This portion from St. Hilaire
to Wylie was abandoned in
1943.

In 1904, when the Soo
Line built through Thief
River Falls there was no ter-
minal and crews operated
Glenwood to Mahnomen to
Noyes-Emerson. There were
no servicing facilities, not
even a water tank at Thief
River Falls. Trains could ob-
tain coal and water at Plum-
mer and water at a station
called Anita, about five miles
north of Thief River Falls.

The Soo Line built a
branch west from Thief
River Falls in 1905 to Ken-
mare, known as The Wheat-
line. It was at this time that
a roundhouse was built,
along with coal and water
facilities, and a train yard,
thus creating a terminal.
Later in 1905, division head-
quarters were established.

The division offices were
in a living house that was on
the property that the Soo
Line obtained that was at
the corner of Third Street
and Atlantic Avenue. The
building provided offices for
the division superintendent,
supervisors, train dispatch-
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This is a passenger train - the Minneapolis, Saint Paul and
Sault Sainte Marie parked outside the Thief River Falls

ing forces, and clerical posi-
tions. The wood depot
housed forces for handling
passenger and freight serv-
ices.

In 1910, the Soo Line
built the Plummer line that
ran from Plummer through
Bemidji to Moose Lake and
connecting with the Brooten
to Duluth line.

In 1910, the Soo had
crews operating out of the
city south to Mahnomen and
Glenwood, east to Federal
Dam on the Plummer line,
north to Noyes, and west to
Kenmore, N.D.

The crew district handled
by Thief River Falls employ-
ees now extended Glenwood
to Noyes, Thief River Falls
to Kenmore, and Fordville to
Drake. Thief River Falls
crews also ran Thief River
Falls to Federal Dam on the
Plummer line. It was a busy
terminal. In addition to the
employees actually operat-
ing the trains, there were
employees doing locomotive
and car servicing and repair,
switching of trains, track
maintenance, communica-
tion maintenance along with
the supervisory and clerical
people required in complete
operation of the division.

Agitation was increasing
in 1912 for a railroad to-
wards International Falls
from Thief River Falls. In
1913, the Minnesota North-
wester Electric Railway was

incorporated to run east out
of Thief River Falls. It was
completed 18 miles to
Goodridge on Oct. 12, 1914,
but was never extended any
further. The railroad used
the depot of the Soo Line.

With these three railroad
companies, Thief River Falls
now had passenger trains
running out on seven differ-
ent routes.

By 1912, the Soo Line
business had increased so
much that the combination
freight-passenger depot no
longer could hand the traffic.
The wood combination depot
was moved north to Sixth
Street and converted to a
freight depot, being ex-
tended to 216 feet long. In
1913, construction began on
the new passenger station at
the old depot located at
Third Street.

The new brick depot,
40x78 with 25x76 baggage
and express addition, was
completed in 1914. It also
housed the division offices
previously located in the liv-
ing house next door. This
house was then moved north
on Atlantic Avenue to the
corner of Atlantic Avenue
and Eighth Street.

In 1923, the Great North-
ern depot was in need of re-
placement and a new one
was built on the east side of
Main Avenue across the
street from the old depot,
which was removed. When

depot. The photo is actually a postcard. No date is given for

when it was taken.

the railroad  industry
changed in the 1970s and
1980s with depots no longer
needed, the Great Northern
depot was saved and moved
to the Pennington County
Pioneer Village.

The Minnesota North-
western Electric Railway
main track came up Davis
Avenue on the west side of
that street and ended at the
Third Street crossing along-
side the Soo depot. They had
a car barn where their
equipment was housed near
the Soo roundhouse. Their
line crossed the Thief River
on a bridge just north of the
Longs Bridge highway
bridge. A wye was located on
the north side of Eighth
Street for turning their
equipment. This railroad
was abandoned in March of
1940. The MNWE depot at
Goodridge was moved to
Grygla for use as a U.S. Post
Office. In 1994, this depot
was moved back to
Goodridge and replaced at
its original location as a mu-
seum.

The Soo Line freight
depot was torn down in
1988. The Soo passenger
depot, after standing idle for
a few years, was saved and
remodeled, re-opening as the
Thief River Falls city office
in June 1998.

In the continual change of
the railroad industry in the
United States, the railroad

companies serving Thief
River Falls also changed.

In March 1970, the Great
Northern became part of a
newly formed Burlington
Northern. The Burlington
Northern abandoned their
trackage from Red Lake
Falls to East Grand Forks in
portions between 1972 and
1982, and from Tilden Ject to
St. Hilaire in the mid 1990s.
Trackage from St. Hilaire to
Warroad was sold to a short-
line, the Minnesota North-
ern. The Soo Line became
part of Canadian Pacific in
April 1990. The Wheatline
branch of the Soo was taken
over by a new short line, the
Northern Plains Railroad in
November 1996.

As a reminder of the past,
there are preservations of
railroading past in Thief
River Falls at the Soo Line
depot, now City Hall, along
with the Soo Line Steam Lo-
comotive 1024. At the Pio-
neer Village, the Great
Northern depot, along with
an ex Northern Pacific
Burlington Northern ca-
boose is on display. Next,
along the same short section
of track, is the Soo Line
depot from Viking that was
on the Wheatline, and a Soo
Line caboose 99061. The
Viking depot was moved
here in 1973.

PAST COMMANDERS
JJ. McCann............... LeRoy Nabben .................. 1965 WE S U P Po RT
Fred T. Scanion.. James Cuppett ..... ....1966 H H
Oscar R. Smith........ Robert Reeve........ .. 1967 American Leglon Baseball
Anthony Madunich............1968 . .
Dave Robinson........ Harvey Hanson.... 1968 LeglonVlne
H.O. Chommie... Allan Paulson ...... .. 1969 ,
Dr. Swedenberg................ Donald M. Olson . ..1970 Boy s State
Kern Olson.......... Erwin Ferber ....... 1971 .
Joe Maruska .................... 1929 Calvin Bradley..... 1972 School Scholarships
Dr. CM. Haug .................. 1930 Mayer Holen........ 1973
Haakon M. Olson.... Gerald Odegaard. 1974 F|ag Education
Vermer Nelson .................. 1932 Don Lykken.......... 1975
Alex M. Campbell............. 1933 Clayton Restad..... 1976 i
Roy L. Erickson ................ 1934 Ed Haraldson....... Transportatlon For Vets
S.P. Orwell............cuene. 1935 Vernon Lee...... For Rehab And Hospltal
W.W. Long.. 1936 Sam Genereux.
Harry R. Lu 1937 Larry Odegaar: Boy Scouts
Tom Lonson 1938 Ivan (Ike) Hogl
Carl Gulrud ... 1938 Greg Brekke..... Girl Scouts
Thos J. Rowan 1939 Orville Botner.
Alox Clouter 54041 Clar Larson - WHY YOU SHOULD BELONG TO THE AMERICAN LEGION Salvation Army
Gustav Schilbred............... 1942 Fred Dallmann ...

George W. Werstlein ......... 1944
M.R. Levorson
Dr. A.E. Jacobson ...
Orvis Oien .........
Ivan Bundy.........
Leonard Hanson .
A.C. Tiedeman ...
Elmer Anderson ..
Orville T Eide....
Gordon H. Nohre....
Steven A. Austin.......
Harold M. Johnson .
Harlin P. Elseth.......
Ellsworth Jorgenson
Robert Bredeson .
Ormond Johnson
C.W. Rodekuhr ....
Jim Smillie .........
Loren Borsheim ......
John M. Eisbrener ..
Orville Hanson ................

Russ Christianson..... ....... 1986
Floyd Fredrickson....... 1987-88
Kenneth Poole

Don Broekemeier . ...1990
Bob Stroble........... .. 1991
Orville Ellingson . ..1991
Joe Forberg ......... ..1992
Stan Bement ..... ...1993
Ned Blodgett ... ..1994
Kenneth Poole ..... ...1995
Larry Molstad...... 1996-97
Charles Richards .
Helen Halvorson...... .
Howard Dalager .. ..2000
Dr. Charles Samu, 2001
Vernon Lee..

John Sampso

Ron Pilcher.

Gus Holmes ....
Greg Evenson .
Gus Holmes ..... 2012-13
Arlo Rude .................... 2013-21

PAST PRESIDENTS

Mrs. Albert Johnson................ 1922
Mrs. A. Swedenberg .... .
Mrs. Dave Robinson ...

Mrs. C. M. Haug ......... 1925
Mrs. Leonard Hanson . 1926
Mrs. TP. Anderson...... 1927
Mrs. H. Provencher................ 1928
Mrs. Ira Lane......... 1929-30

Mrs. James Steen...
Mrs. J.M. Bishop

Mrs. Shirley Alnes..

Mrs. Ted Hunt ...... 1937
Mers. Thora H. Nelson . 1938

Mrs. Marie Biddick............... 1939
Mrs. Kate Levorson..........
Mers. Esther Plough..... .
Mrs. Orrin Lynde .................. 1944
Mrs. W.W. Powell... Wi
Mrs. Jeanette Wright............... 1947
Mrs. Vivian
Biddick-Borshein............... 1948
Mrs. H.F. Harrison..... Wi
Mrs. Wayne Bredeson.............
Mrs. W.G. Claffy
Mrs. Margaret Peterson..........
Mrs. Agnes Baken ..
Mrs. Bess Lang .

Mrs. Mae Johnson..
Mrs. Joyce Sullivan-Dye.........
Mrs. Abigail Nabben..............
Mrs. Mattie Anderson ...... .
Mrs. Phyllis Halvorson...........
Mrs. Janet Swanson................
Mrs. Elizabeth Feragen ..........
Mrs. Abigail Nabben.............
Mrs. Annabelle Cuppett ..........
Mrs. JoAnn Reeve.......
Mrs. Myrtle Wilson

Mrs. Marilyn Winters.............. 1969
Mrs. Gwen Brooten......
Mrs. Vernice Nelson
Mrs. Connie Ferber
Mrs. Colleen Holen
Mrs. Avis Odegaard
Mrs. Lavonne
Haraldson Greenguist.......... 1976

Mrs. JoAnn Reeve........ 1977
Mrs. Gwen Brooten. 1978
Mrs. Constance Dris 1979
Mrs. Marilyn Winters... 1980
Mrs. LaVonne Adam. 1981

Mrs. Lova Kraemer-..... 1982
Mrs. Constance Driscoll.......... 1983
Mrs. Karen Thygeson............

Mrs. Avis Odegaard .....
Mrs. Marilyn Winters...
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard
Mrs. Millie Dallmann .............
Mrs. Gloria Lee............
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard.
Mrs. Eleanore Forberg
Mrs. Annabelle Cuppett.......... 1993
Mrs. Karen Thygeson.............. 1994
Mrs. Donna Pool.............. 1995

Mrs. Sharon Molstad............... 1996
Mrs. Marilyn Winters... 1997
Mrs. Colleen Holen. 1998

Mrs. Loretta Stowe..
Mrs. Sharon Molsta
Mrs. Gloria Lee

Mrs. Sharon Odegaard
Mrs. Gloria Lee -
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard.......2008-09

Mrs. Loretta Stowe............. 2009-10
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard............ 2011
Mrs. Shannon Olson ............... 2012
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard.......2013-14
Mrs. Lynn Carr................ 2015-17
Mrs. Sharon Odegaard. ......2018-19
Mrs. Lynn Carr............... 2020-21

$1,000 Accidental Death Benefit
Help Support Local Charities To Promote And Help Disabled Vets
Sponsor Many Programs (Locally & Nationally)

American Legion Post 117
324 Brooks Ave. N.
Thief River Falls, MN
681-1341

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this post shall be: To uphold the Constitution of the United States of America; to
maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the
memories and incidents of our associations in the great wars; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation
to the community, state and nation; to make right the master of might; to promote peace and good will
on earth; to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principals of justice, freedom and democracy; to
consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.

Cancer Research
Christmas Baskets
Boys & Girls Youth Activities
TRF Community Theater
Hospice
ALS Foundation
NCH Trails to Treatment
Christmas For Pennington County
Fire Departments
Veterans Honor Flight
Veterans Outdoor Activities
TRF Education Foundation
40/8
Nurses Scholarship
Visit Shut-Ins
Meals On Wheels
Support VA Hospital
SONS
Parade Candy
Scholarships
Pennington County Food Shelf

Pennington County
Christmas For Kids

LADIES AUXILIARY

Poppy Day - Donate To Disabled Vets
Meals On Wheels
Scholarships For Salutatorian

School Scholarships
Visit Shut-Ins
Girl’s State
Money Given To Shut-Ins With Legion
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The important work of steamboats in and around Thief River Falls

This is Peter Eberhardt and grandsons Wayland and Donald
Eberhardt, sons of Severin Eberhardt.

The caption on this photo states what | believe says the Farmer’s Boat, Thief River Falls.

(Editor’s note: While
going through some very old
photos and postcards we
found at the bottom of a
drawer, we came across the
following letter. It’s from
Mrs. Harry (Dorothy Eber-
hardt) Byklum, and it sheds
an interesting light on steam
tow boats that plied the
rivers of northwestern Min-
nesota. I have no idea if the

Two riverboats and a logging boom were vis-
ible in this 1902 photo. (Photo courtesy of

="

the Minnesota Digital Library)

According to the caption on the back of this
photo, this his the Mud Hen under construc-

tion. It was built where Elk’s Park is now lo-
cated.

Happy 125" Birthday
Thief River Falls

- B =

Need it? Rent it!

.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED FROM WEDDINGS
TO YARD AND GARDEN!

Serving Pennington County and
Northwestern Minnesota For 38 Years

118 Main Avenue North
(218) 681-5862

THIEF RIVER FALLS

letter has ever been pub-
lished, or how it came into
our possession. It appears to
have been mailed in 1971 to
Inga Geving, who at the
time was the director of
what would become the
Peder Engelstad Pioneer Vil-
lage.)

“My grandfather, Peter
Eberhardt, was born Aug.
20, 1853 near Elverum, Nor-
way. He came with his par-
ents and sister Mary to
Minnesota when he was 17
years old, and they settled in
Renville County. About
1886, Peter’s wife, Emma
and son, Emil (my father),
moved to Crookston, and
later to Red Lake Falls,
which was at that time in
Polk County. While there,
Peter helped to build a
steam tow boat at Highland-
ing on the Red Lake River.
This boat was called the
James Meehan after the
elder of the Meehan Broth-
ers of Stevens Point, Wis.
Peter also helped build a
dam in the Red Lake River
at Red Lake Falls, and a saw
mill for the Meehan Broth-
ers. This mill was built on a
location given by the town,
but owing to the expense of
getting logs to the mill, they
decided to move to Thief
River Falls, taking a number
of families with them.

“During the winter of
1891, Peter met an old
friend from his locality in
Norway by the name of Ed-
ward Eliason. Together, they
built a twin propeller round
bottom boat of about 80 feet
long to navigate on Red
Lake and Red Lake River.
This model boat proved too
deep drafted and was later
remodeled into a side-
wheeler. This steamboat was

called the Viking. It was of
considerable service in open-
ing up the wilderness east of
Thief River Falls. Prior to
this time, transportation
had been overland between
the Hudson Bay Trading
Posts and missions at Red
Lake and Fosston. The
Viking provided service for
government estimaters and
timber cruisers interested in
the lumber industry.

“From this time on, Peter
built a number of boats in-
cluding the Alice Meehan,
Margurite, Ethel O’Day,
James Anderson, Mudhen
and Beltrami. Several of
these boats were used for
towing logs on the Red Lake.
They were very well suited
for this wuse, having a
grouser to anchor the boat
and a half mile, three-quar-
ter inch steel cable on a
drum for winding in the logs.
When logging was nearing
its completion in the Red

Lake area, Peter went to
Canada and built boats on
the Saskatchewan River and
on several Canadian lakes
for different lumber compa-
nies. His first one, The City
of Prince Albert, operated
out of Prince Albert as a tow
boat for about 20 years. This
boat was in service up to the
time of World War II, haul-
ing barges with gold ore to
The Pas where it was loaded
on cars for shipment to the
smelter in British Columbia.
One of the larger boats he
built was named the David
N. Winton and was operated
by The Pas Lumber Co.

“In 1910, a large home
was constructed at 211 At-
lantic Ave. N. in Thief River
Falls. He died Sept. 11, 1944
at the age of 91, and is
buried in Greenwood Ceme-
tery.”

——
-

i — e

It's impossible to read the caption on the back of this photo,
but | was able to make out that this riverboat is at the Red
Lake outlet. It apparently shows Emil Eberhardt.

We are proud
to be a part of the
Thief River Falls
community and
congratulate them
on their
quasquicentennial
celebration.

/Trinity Lutheran Church

Although Trinity’s membership today is composed of people of many nationalities, the earliest roots of the congregation lie among
the people of the Norwegian immigration to America. Our current church organization was a result of a union in 1893 of three
other Norwegian Lutheran bodies which had sprung up on American soil. The three congregations completed the merger process
with the consolidation taking place October 21, 1919. The name “Trinity Lutheran Church” was adopted as the name of the merged
congregation. The present church building was constructed in 1926, with the education wing added in 1952.

Schedule of Worship
8:30 am Worship Service
9:25 — 10:20 am Sunday School
(September — May)
10:30 am Worship Service

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
325 Horace Ave. N. Thief River Falls

218-681-1310 trinity@mncable.net

On February 2, 1947, broadcasting of the
morning church service began over radio station
KTRF and has continued regularly. The first
televised church service at Trinity was broadcast
on February 11, 1970. Today, Trinity reaches out
through televised services on Sjoberg’s Cable TV
as well as Garden Valley Station. Itis carried by
KTRF Radio and is live streamed to YouTube.

Throughout Trinity’s history we continue our
commitment to our Mission Statement: Trinity
Lutheran Church is a community of believers who
are nurtured by God’s Word and Sacraments.
We are committed to proclaiming the presence of
Christ through thoughtful and prayerful worship,
practical and meaningful learning opportunities,
and hospitality and service to all people.

8:30 A.M. Worship Service is broadcast on
Garden Valley Channel 37 & YouTube Live.

10:30 A.M Worship Service is broadcast on both
KTRF Radio and Channel 3 Cable TV each Sunday.




Page 8

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS

Wednesday, September 29, 2021

City Hall: A grand dame of

by April Scheinoha
Reporter

The depot has been a part
of the Thief River Falls
cityscape for nearly 107
years. It nearly had a date
with the wrecking ball.

This was actually the sec-
ond depot to serve the Thief
River Falls area. Ground
was broken for this new,
larger depot Aug. 21, 1913.
Construction was completed
in 1914 at a cost of $60,000.

In its heyday, the depot
moved a lot of freight and
people. By the 1920s, the
depot was handling about
117,125 pounds of freight on
a daily basis.

Trains also transported
people to and from Thief
River Falls. As many as 13
passenger trains arrived and
departed each day from the
depot.

It takes a lot of manpower
to shuttle freight and people.

For many years, the railroad
was the largest employer in
Thief River Falls. About 400
people were employed in the
operating and maintenance
departments.

However, times changed.
Passenger service was dis-
continued in 1967, and the
Soo Line also moved its of-
fices to another building.
The Thief River Falls Cham-
ber of Commerce called the
depot home in the 1970s and
1980s until the boiler failed
and it, too, moved. Canadian
Pacific Rail, which owned
the assets of the Soo Line at
that time, soon decided that
it wanted to demolish the
building. In May 1990, after
hearing CP Rail’s plans, a
city committee was formed
to research and explore the
possible use and acquisition
of the depot.

The “Save the Depot!”
Campaign, which com-
menced from 1994 to 1995,

FALLS TOWING

Congrats

FAST & RELIABLE
24 Hours a Da
7 Days a Wee

218.684.5100

Flatbed Towing * 24/7 Recovery Towing
Jump Starts * Lockouts * Winch-Outs
Gas Delivery * AC & Tire Change Services
Small Engine Repair * Mechanic
30 Years of Experience!

Accepting all major credit cards or direct insurance billing.

16788 120th Ave NE, Thief River Falls, MN 56701
www.fallstowing.com/

Thief River Falls,

Congratulations
On Being 125 Vears Young
Americas

Best Value Inn
& Suites

by Vantage

B Luxurious Spa Suites

B Continental Breakfast

B Wireless High-Speed Internet
® Large Indoor Pool and Spa

® Al King and Queen Beds

B Restaurant/Lounge Next Door
® Courtesy Airport Pickup

B Smoke-Free Property

681-6205

TOLL-FREE RESERVATIONS
1-888-890-9568

1915 Highway 59 S m Thief F
Next to Walmart Super Center

raised funds for the project.
Donors helped the city lever-
age a federal grant through
the Minnesota Department
of Transportation and a
matching grant from the
Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety. As a result, a total of
$590,000 was available to
assist the city in the renova-
tion and remodeling of the
depot. The building was ren-
ovated at a cost of $1.7 mil-
lion and rededicated Aug.
21, 1998 — 85 years to the
day of the original ground-
breaking.

Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places,
the building still features
the terrazzo floor, wood trim
and doors in what was for-
merly the main passenger
terminal area. The building
also features an addition.

Initially, city leaders had
no plans to use the reno-
vated depot as City Hall.
They planned to use the va-
cant Washington Elemen-
tary School property, which
now houses the Thief River
Falls Evangelical Free
Church. Their plans
changed after a Minnesota
Historical Society grant
committee raised concerns
that the public wouldn’t be
guaranteed access to a reno-
vated depot.

As an ode to the building’s
heritage, Steam Locomotive
1024 is on permanent dis-
play outside of the building.

Thief River
Falls could
have been
Twin Falls

Residents could have
been living in Twin Falls,
Minn. That was one of the
names up for grabs as resi-
dents sought to incorporate
the city that is now known
as Thief River Falls.

The story of Thief River
Falls begins many years ear-
lier. From the 1660s to the
1730s, Dakota Sioux popu-
lated the area. Years later,
the Red Lake and Pembina
Chippewa were calling this
area home. In 1863, they
sold their land to the federal
government via a treaty,
opening the land for settle-
ment by Caucasians.

It wasn’t until 1881 that
the first permanent Cau-
casian settler moved to Thief
River Falls. John Baptize
LaBree bought squatter’s
rights from Frank Russell,
who had 1initially settled
here in 1880 and soon left. A
man named Joe Gudo had
also lived here for a time.

By 1889, residents had
settled on both the west and
east sides of the river. One of
those individuals was Wiley
Tindolph, who purchased
and platted land on the east
side of the river. He called
the area Red Lake Rapids.
The following year, the west
side of the river was incorpo-
rated as the Village of Thief
River Falls.

In 1896, a push began to
incorporate both communi-
ties as the City of Thief
River Falls. One group
wanted the new city to be
named Thief River Falls
while the other wanted it to
be named Twin Falls. The
name Thief River Falls was
chosen in an election Sept. 1,
1896. The following month,
Frank H. Kratka was
elected the first mayor of
Thief River Falls. The fol-
lowing year, the city was for-
mally incorporated by a
special act of the Minnesota
Legislature.

Makmg

Thief River Falls |

Beautiful

Since 1989!
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Thief River Falls

The original Soo Line depot was built in

north. It served as a freight station until it

1904. When the current depot was built in was demolished in 1988. (Photo courtesy
1914, this building was moved three blocks of Minnesota Digital Library)

A portlon of the Thief Rlver Falls Clty Hall

was used as a depot and completed in 1914.

Israelson was first female TRF mayor

by April Scheinoha
Reporter

This article initially ap-
peared in the Nov. 17, 2010,
edition of The Times.

Nowadays it’s not uncom-
mon to see a woman on the
Thief River Falls City Coun-
cil. In the 1950s, it was until
Agnes Israelson came along.

Israelson was the first fe-
male mayor of Thief River
Falls from 1954 to 1956.
With her election, she be-
came the first female mayor
in Minnesota. It was her sec-
ond try at becoming mayor.

Israelson defeated incum-
bent Harry Simons, who
sought a fourth term. She
won 1,304 to 978.

In a 1984 article, Israel-
son said she knew she could
do it and that she would like
serving as mayor.

Israelson’s six children
were grown by the time she
became mayor, and her hus-
band, Emmett, was support-
ive of her community work.

Given the era, Israelson
faced some opposition. “This
town thinks women aren’t
alive. I should have put on a
pair of overalls and gone to
work — but women didn’t
even wear slacks then,
Sometimes I felt I was being
brushed aside, that they felt
they had more authority.
But I made up my mind that
when I saw things I did not
like, we would do some-

For years, there has been a Miss Thief River
Falls Pageant in Thief River Falls. Here, Miss
Thief River Falls participated in a parade in

Agnes Israelson

thing,” she said.

Looking back on her
tenure as mayor, Israelson
recalled that the tuberculo-
sis sanitarium had been con-
demned at Oakland Park.
She said the sanitarium
hadn’t been built properly,
and a private group wanted
to build a club there. Israel-
son wanted the lot to remain
in the public’s hands. A five-
hour meeting ensued at the
new National Guard Ar-
mory, which was packed
with people. Representa-
tives of three townships,
which owned the property,
voted to keep the property in
public hands. Oakland Park
Communities is now located
at the site.

Israelson was disap-
pointed about one thing that

Back then it cost $60, 000 to bUIld the depot.

didn’t happen during her
term as mayor. In the 1984
article, she said, “The clerk
and I wanted the city to own
the cable. But the council
members felt we could not
afford it, and we could not
change the council’s mind. It
would have been a good rev-
enue source for the city.”

Israelson sought reelec-
tion; however, Dr. Orion
Beich defeated her. She ran
for mayor again in 1967, but
she was defeated by Dr.
Armyle Jacobson.

Israelson’s political con-
tributions went beyond
Thief River Falls. She was
the chairperson of the Pen-
nington County Democratic-
Farmer-Labor Party for two
years. She also served as the
volunteer chairperson for
several of Coya Knutson’s
congressional campaigns.

Israelson also served in
various organizations. She
was on the board of the Pen-
nington County Historical
Society when it was founded
in 1938. She also served as
the president of the Eagles
Auxiliary, and as president
and district president of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars
Auxiliary.

Israelson passed away
Oct. 30, 1989, at Oakland
Park Nursing Home in Thief
River Falls. She was 93. Is-
raelson is buried at Green-
wood Cemetery in Thief
River Falls.

downtown Thief River Falls. (Photo courtesy
of the Visit Thief River Falls Facebook page)
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One of the earliest businesses in Thlef River Falls was the newspaper

Thief River Falls has had a newspaper for at
least 100 years. However, the Thief River
Falls Times was formed in 1911 by Harvey E.

Mussey, who had purchased

paper, The Press, from the Evenson brothers
in 1891. According to the back of this photo,

it was taken in 1912. At that ti

the first news-

me, The Times Eagle.

was located in the 200 block of Main Ave. N.

by David Hill
Editor

The presence of busi-
nesses is a key characteristic
of any community. One of
the businesses that make up
our community is the Thief
River Falls Times.

A newspaper has served
Thief River Falls for over
130 years, but as noted in
the history of the newspaper,
when one delves more
deeply into the subject, a
newspaper is much more
than a business - it is the
personality of the people
who live in the community,
its fires, victories, and
fights. It is also a reflection
of the people who have the
personality and determina-
tion to run the newspaper.

So, when did a newspaper
start providing news in
Thief River Falls? As one
might suspect, there’s more
to the story once past the

Genesis-like structure of
who owned the newspaper.
But it has to be stated.

In August of 1893, James
P. Meehan moved The News
from Red Lake Falls to Thief
River Falls. The newspaper
was owned and operated by
Meehan and Henry W. Lee,
a local attorney who had
been very active in the
movement to make Thief
River Falls the county seat
of Red Lake County instead
of Red Lake Falls, which
was very controversial at the
time. Lee eventually became
the owner, followed by John
W. Eastman in 1897.

The Thief River Falls
Press was founded in 1889
by C.C. Knappen as a six col-
umn, Republican newspa-
per.

In 1894, H.E. Mussey
purchased The Thief River
Falls Press from the Even-
sons, which means it was
probably purchased by the

[ CONGRATS TRF on 125 YEARS |
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The Times moved to its current location in
1965. Pictured are (from left) Frank Vorlicky,
Leland Schuster, Harry Schuster, Homer
Mussey, Lloyd Zeh, Ella Mussey and Harvey
Mussey. At various points in his life, Harvey
Mussey owned the Warren Sheaf and Grygla

Evensons from Knappen at
some point.

In 1894, the newspaper
was sold to Paul S. Ware and
H.W. Gahan of South
Dakota. Ware sold the news-
paper to Harvey Mussey.

In  August of 1900,
Mussey sold the newspaper
to William C. Smiley who
converted it from a Republi-
can newspaper to one that
supported the Farmer-Labor
Party.

In July of 1901, The Press
passed into the control of
Bagley, Dudley and Bagley,
who came from the southern
part of the state.

On Jan. 1, 1902, Syd
Bagley and H.L. Dudley pur-
chased the newspaper, and
on July 31, 1903, Bagley be-
came the sole owner.

In the fall of 1903, D.A.
McDonald and John A. Mec-
Donald started The Review.
(During this time, there
were three newspapers in
Thief River Falls.)

On Feb. 11, 1905, Frank
E. Packard of Crookston
purchased the newspaper,
then sold it on Feb. 18, 1905
to J.A. McDonald and D.A.
McDonald.

On Sept. 1, 1905, the Mec-
Donalds sold the paper to
Greeley Carr and Sam H.
Clark.

A prime example of the
axiom that what happens
behind the glare of the spot-
light is often more interest-
ing than the story, in “Where
Two Rivers Meet,” it is
stated that during the
Christmas holidays of 1904,
Carr and Clark were holding
losing hands in a poker
game. They mortgaged the
paper to get more funds, but
their bad luck continued.
They then put up the mort-
gage as stakes and lost that,
too.

Of course, there’s no evi-
dence that this story is true.
It has, however, become part
of the folklore of this news-
paper.

In February of 1905, The
Press and Review were con-
solidated by F.E. Packard.

In March of 1906, Clark
and Carr sold The Press to
S.W. Bagley.

On Feb. 1, 1909, Bagley
sold it to Ernest Quist.

Sam Clark moved to
North Dakota and bought
the Ward County Reporter
newspaper. In 1908 he was
nominated for state insur-
ance commissioner. In the
Nov. 14, 1912 issue of the
News-Press, it was reported
that Sam Clark, then editor
of the Jim Jam Jems in
Fargo, N.D. (described as a
forerunner of Playboy Mag-

through interstate com-
merce. In July 1913, he was
sentenced to two years, but
was later acquitted.

In 1912, John W. East-
man, who along with Mee-
han had moved The News
from Red Lake Falls to Thief
River Falls, passed away.
His wife then served as pub-
lisher with E.A. Hermanson
and later Harry Schuster,
editor. The newspaper was
purchased by Marcus C.
Cutter from Mrs. J.W. East-
man on May 1, 1912.

Cutter’s announcement
in the editorial section in
May 1912 was brief. He said,
“We do not propose at this
time to burden our readers
with a diatribe of what we
propose to do or what we
propose to accomplish.” Cut-
ter actually spent more time
elaborating on his dedica-
tion to the Independent Re-
publican Party.

The early newspapers
were notable for their strong
editorial stands and political
endorsements. The bias
often crept into the general
reporting. It was not uncom-
mon for editors of competing
newspapers to write unflat-
tering comments about com-
petitors. In 1889, for
example, an editorial in the
St. Hilaire Spectator said
that “C.C. Knappen and A.E.
White of the Thief River
Falls Press have purchased
the drug store at Thief River
Falls. They will probably
give a box of pills as a pre-
mium to their paper. A
physic and an emitic all at
one price.” (The box of pills
known as physic was for con-
stipation, and the newspa-
per presumably was the
emitic, which was to induce
vomiting.) This was not the
first or the last time the edi-
tor of the St. Hilaire Specta-
tor shared his thoughts.

The early newspapers
were also noted for short sto-
ries such as “The Adven-
tures of the Son of Tarzan”
by Edgar Rice Burroughs
(Feb. 1 to May 20, 1921), and
poetry. Stories written by
Arthur Conan Doyle and
Willie Collins were also fea-
tured.

Thief River Falls Times

Ownership of the commu-
nity’s newspaper seemed to
be on a path of constant
change. A familiar figure
reentered the picture in
March of 1911. Harvey
Mussey, along with the aid
of his son Homer, began pub-
lishing the Thief River Falls
Times. It was published
until 1912. At that time, The
Thief River Falls Press was
located at 211 Third St. E.
Mussey was a central figure
in starting a rural mail de-
livery business, and served
as postmaster. He also
played a role in the history
of the Grygla Eagle and
Warren Sheaf.

If the name sounds famil-
1ar, it should. Mussey built
the first house on the east
side of the Red Lake River in
Thief River Falls and conse-
quently, the street in front of
his house was named for
him - Mussey Street.

In January of 1913, The
Times was sold by Homer F.
Mussey to Thomas H.
Smith, who for the past 18
months, had conducted the
Herald-Rustler at Badger.

More Consolidation

The News and The Press
officially announced forma-
tion of the News-Press on
May 30, 1912. According to
the newspaper, E.L. Quist,
past proprietor of the Thief
River Falls Press, sold his
entire interest to the present
owner of the Thief River
Falls News (Marcus C. Cut-
ter).

On Jan. 1, 1915, the
News-Press moved its office
from 206 Main Ave. N. to the
Dobner-Meehan block just
west of the post office, with
the business office at 105
Second St, and the mechan-
ical department at 204 Main
Ave. N. The two depart-
ments were separated
within the building by an
oak and glass partition.
(There is a discrpency as a
photo states the office was at
217 Main Ave. N.)

Marcus C. Cutter died in
February 1917 from an un-
expected heart attack. On
April 26, 1917, it was an-
nounced that the News-
Press was under the new
management of H.Z.
Mitchell of the St. Cloud
Journal-Press (editor), and
Edw. Vanderluis (manager).
The Times purchases the

News-Press

On Dec. 27, 1917, a news
story in The News-Press an-
nounced that the newspaper
had been purchased from
Mitchell and Vanderluis by
R.H. Ross of the Thief River
Falls Times. (As noted ear-
lier, The Times was started
in March of 1911 by H.E.
Mussey.)

Fire

On May 23, 1923, the
Thief River Falls Times
burned to the ground. “The
fire yesterday, which de-
stroyed the plant of The
Times, was the second in the
history of that newspaper. A
little more than three years
ago, while the newspaper
was located in the Union
block, fire swept the plant
and almost entirely de-
stroyed it. The plant, which
burned this morning, has
been purchased since that
time and embodied all the
news and up-to-date de-
vices.”

The future of the Times
was in question. The plant
was invoiced at $42,000 and
carried insurance of but
$12,000. Immediately fol-
lowing the fire, the Thief
River Falls Times was pub-
lished at The Tribune, an-
other local newspaper that
was operated by J.S. Arne-
son. The future of the news-
paper became darker when
former editor, T.J. Austad,
50, died on June 13, 1923
following a prolonged 1ill-
ness. Austad owned half in-
terest in The Times.

The relationship between
The Thief River Falls Times
and The Tribune deterio-
rated. An editorial in The
Times on Aug. 2 noted that
it had been taken to task in
a Tribune editorial. Appar-
ently, The Tribune strongly
disagreed with The Times’
assessment of a Rural Credit
Bureau policy.

The Times moved back to
its shop on July 19, 1923. In
announcing that move, an
editorial stated the move
was more about a statement
of the Republican nature of
The Times opposing the De-
mocrat/Farmer-Labor na-
ture of The Tribune.

Plea for Public Support

Financial problems must
have continued to plague
The Times after the fire. A
plea appeared on the front
page of the Aug. 16, 1923
issue asking for subscribers
to subscribe for a year or
more to help pay obligations
that occurred as a result of
rebuilding after the fire. “We
must raise a large sum of
money to meet the obliga-
tions incurred in rebuilding
our plant and our sub-
scribers are the only source
we have to get this money
from. A small amount from
each one will mean a great
deal now. Many have al-
ready responded very gener-

ously. Have you?”
The Mattsons

On Oct. 1, 1932, The
Times was purchased by
Alvin E. Mattson, C. Walde-
mar Mattson and Edgar N.
Mattson of Warren and the
Warren Sheaf. The three
brothers took over the news-
paper after it had been
printed at the Warren Sheaf
for half a year because the
fire had destroyed its plant.
Alvin and Waldemar moved
to Thief River Falls to take
over the operation of the
newspaper and Edgar
stayed in Warren at the
Warren Sheaf to be joined
three years later by his
younger brother Cy.

Dreng Bjornaraa became
the editor of the Thief River
Falls Times, and R.H. Ross
gave his farewell address
and left for Madison, Wis., at
once. On Sept. 1, 1927, the
Thief River Falls Times was
consolidated with the Thief
River Falls Tribune, which
had been purchased by
William Dahlquist and Lud-
wig Roe of Montevideo two
years earlier after having
been published by J.S. Arne-
son for five years. State his-
torical society records show
that the Thief River Falls
Tribune existed from Jan. 3,
1919, through Aug. 31, 1927.

After the consolidation,
William Dahlquist, who had
been the previous owner of
The Tribune, served as edi-
tor and part owner until
1964.

During the 1930s, an-
other newspaper appeared
on the scene, the Thief River
Falls Forum. Roy M. Aalbu
and Harry L. Schuster were
the owners. Bernice Berge
was the city editor from May
1, 1934 to Jan. 5, 1935. The
Forum office was located in
the basement of the Elks
building on LaBree Avenue.

Apparently, the Thief
River Falls Forum changed
hands in 1936 because the
state historical society has
issues of the Tri County
Forum from Feb. 13, 1936 to
June 3, 1943. It is believed
that Jake Ulvan was editor
and publisher.

Norman Holen, whose
witty expressions or advice
appeared in this newspaper
and others in the state for
many years after his pass-
ing, joined the Thief River
Falls Times as city editor in
1930. Holen succeeded Arne
Solem. Holen, who had ed-
ited the Marshall County
Banner of Argyle for five
years before moving to Thief
River Falls, was also among
the first group of students to
graduate from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota School of
Journalism. Holen’s newspa-
per experience dated back to
1913 when he reported for
the Minnesota Daily at the
University of Minnesota.
William Dahlquist remained
as editor of The Times.

Holen’s column Topics of
The Times appeared in this
newspaper and others for
many years. Examples from
a January 1960 edition of
The Times included the fol-
lowing:

A good businessman, they
tell us, hires optimists for
salesmen, and pessimists to
work in the credit depart-
ment; or,

The reason, we read, that
the public isn’t concerned
about atomic fallout is that
so far it hasn’t interfered
with TV reception.; and,

A Yes-man has been de-
scribed as one who believes
that what you don’t No won’t
hurt you.

(During the mid-1980s
Sherry LaCoursiere, a re-
porter for The Thief River

(Continued on Page 11)

This shows part of the large Goss Printing
Press used at the Thief River Falls Times. It
allows for the mass production of printed TRF Times’ Facebook page.

items, such as newspapers and books. Video

azine), had been indicted on A
of the press running can be found on the

28 counts of sending obscene
and immoral material
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(Continued from Page 10)
Falls Times, began reprint-
ing Holen’s column as part of
the weekly historical col-
umn. In 1987, Donna
Myhrer, who had taken over
duties of editor of that col-
umn, which was then known
as Echoes From The Past,
continued the tradition.)

In the 1940s, The Times
was passed on to Waldemar
Mattson’s two sons,
Clarence and Robert. In
1949, Clarence Mattson was
the business manager of The
Times, Robert Mattson, the
plant superintendent, Nor-
man A. Holen, the city edi-
tor, William Dahlquist, the
editor, and Huck Olson, who
is the namesake for the
Huck Olson Memorial Civic
Center, the sports reporter.

Olson, I've been told,
made sure sports equipment
was always made available
to youth who couldn’t afford
it.

Dahlquist served as edi-
tor of The Times until 1964
when Marvin Lundin, a na-
tive of Warren, took over as
editor. Lundin had worked
at the Sheaf from 1954 to
1961, and had become a re-
porter at The Times in 1961.
He eventually became the
editor. He was known for his
skill with a camera and pen.
He too was not without a
sense of humor and sharp
wit. When asked to start a
scholarship for high school
seniors, he quipped, call it
“The You Write Real Good”

Scholarship.
New Home
In 1965, The Times

moved to its present location
at 324 Main Avenue North
from LaBree Avenue (across
from the Post Office). I's new
location used to house the C.
Gustafson & Sons business.
The building was built in
1937.

The Oct. 16, 1968 issue
was the first edition printed
on the new offset press, and
on Oct. 16, the first four-
color picture was run in a
special section titled “Pa-
rade of Progress.”

The photo was taken dur-
ing the dedication of the new

vocational-technical school
(now Northland Community
and Technical College). In
the picture were Barbara
Strobush, St. Paul Winter
Carnival queen; Gov. Harold
LeVander, speaker; Linda
Louwagie, Princess Kay of
the Milky Way; and Jan
Soderstrom, home economist
for the Pillsbury Company.

Other than spot color,
color photos did not regu-
larly appear in the newspa-
per until after 1995. In the
years after 1990, technology
changed much of the way
newspapers are produced;
yet, the large Goss printing
press remains at the heart of
production.

A story passed down over
the years states that one of
the first people to buy a
newspaper with a color
photo on the front page
handed it back to the clerk
and said, “No, I want my
newspaper. This isn’t my
newspaper.”

It should also be noted
that Robert Mattson’s sons,
Mark and Bruce, also
worked at The Times, and
did so for many years. Mark
was the pressman, and
Bruce worked in advertising
sales.

On Aug. 1, 1986, John P.
Mattson and his father, E.
Neil Mattson, owner of the
Warren Sheaf, purchased
The Times from Neil's
cousins, Clarence W. Matt-
son and Robert C. Mattson,
and from Marvin Lundin.
Lundin stayed on as the edi-
tor, and Mike Lundgren, the
sports editor. John P. Matt-
son, publisher, eventually
took over ownership of The
Times.

In 1968, the newspaper
was printed twice a week -
Mondays and Wednesdays.
In 1990, The Times switched
from a semi-weekly (twice a
week) to a weekly newspa-
per, published on Wednes-
days with a circulation of
about 5,000. The Monday
edition of The Times was
combined with the Northern
Minnesota Shoppers Guide,
which was also owned and
published at the Thief River

Falls Times. The combina-
tion of a Shopper and news-
paper created a new total
market coverage product
they called the Northern
Watch. It had a circulation of
about 22,300.

In October of 1999, David
Hill, then associate editor
who had joined The Times as
a reporter in 1985, became
editor after Lundin retired.

On July 1, 2010, John P.
Mattson sold The Times to
MCM Media Ltd., repre-
sented by Randy Hultgren of
Crookston. Hultgren had
worked at the Crookston
Times and for 24 years, 17 of
which as publisher. A mem-
ber of the Mattson family
had owned the newspaper
for a period of 78 years.

When Hultgren retired,
Kathy Svidal became pub-
lisher in 2017. Swvidal
started working in the news-
paper business in January of
1982 at the Devils Lake
Daily Journal. She came to
The Times from GateHouse
Media where she had
worked her way up from cir-
culation clerk to regional
manager of nine newspa-
pers.

Current staff at The
Times include: Kathy Svidal,
publisher; David Hill, editor;
Dede Coltom, advertising di-
rector; Tom Williams, adver-
tising; April Scheinoha,
reporter; Scott DCamp,
sports editor; Traci Joppru,
graphic arts and production
supervisor; Trish Jordan
Stone, production; and, Lou
Pederson, bookkeeping. The
Print Shop employees are
Doug Booth, Shane Timm,
Ronald Ballman, Jesse
Morales, Jon Phillips, and
Amy Norberg. Working in
the front office is Cindy
Baldwin.

As you may have con-
cluded by now, a great many
people have owned, worked
at or worked for the Thief
River Falls Times. The suc-
cess and long life of the
newspaper is directly attrib-
utable to these people and
the subscribers.

This inserter is still in use at The Times. It
does exactly what it is called - inserts. It in-

h..._—T-—‘__u_:

serts such things as advertising pamphlets
and flyers into the newspaper.

Thief River Falls Times print shop in 1910

|

IF YOU TRADE OUT OF TOWN AND I TRADE OUT OF TOWN, WHAT WILL BECOME OF OUR TOWN?
The Dollar You Spend in Thief River Falls Wil “Come Home To Boost.”

The Times “TRADE-AT-HOME” Campalgn,

Rend these artictes with eare. They muy present something you hadn't thought of before. Patronize the people who's ads. are here. They are
your neghbors and will treat you right. ']'ch money you spend with them ntays In circulation in ‘Thie( River Falls,

Vast changes in the
newspaper industry

by David Hill
Editor

April suggested that I add
a personal note about the
changes I've experienced at
The Times in the over 36
plus years I've worked here.
Was that a slight dig at my
age? Well, one would expect
a lot of changes to have
taken place in that many
years, and there have been a
lot of changes, so I'll take it
as a challenge to present an
explanation of what we had
to do so that future histori-
ans will understand.

I still remember my first
day. Having come from a col-
lege where we did much of
our work on computers, I
was surprised to see that
other than the Compu-
graphic (typesetting system)
in the back, there wasn’t a
computer in sight and no
one, absolutely no one, was
interested in getting one. In
fact, computers wouldn’t
start appearing in our office
until 1988 or later - more
likely the 1990s.

In my early years, on
press days, which were Mon-
days and Wednesdays, the
office was thick with ciga-
rette smoke, and the noise
from clacking electric and
manual typewriters was
deafening. There were no di-
viders in the office. It was an
open office, and on press
days, several people would
be at the front counter wait-
ing for their newspaper. I've
often described it as feeling
like I was working in a fish
bowl.

The days of hot lead and
40- to 45-pound plates were
over by the time I arrived.
Bob Mattson, one of the own-
ers at that time, however,

We Invite You To
Grow With Us!
* Raise your family.
» Build your career.
» Grow your business.

www.advancethiefriver.com ¢ 218-280-1755

would occasionally do some
specialty work that required
use of hot metal typesetting.
He really seemed to enjoy
doing that. I believe that ma-
chine is at Peter Engelstad
Pioneer Village.

I'm sure my grandfather,
who was a pressman for the
Huron Plainsman in South
Dakota, could have told me
some stories about those
days, but he died when I was
8. The only thing I remem-
ber from that time was my
grandmother chastising
Grandpa about coming into
the house all covered with
ink and plopping down in his
favorite chair. The job was
much more physically de-
manding back then. I do re-
member hearing stories from
Marv Lundin, the editor at
the time, and others in the
office of terrible days when
plates accidentally fell to the
floor. I can only imagine the
scramble and anxiety this
created.

Computers, of course,
played a significant role in
changing the course and fu-
ture of newspapers.

At The Times, the intro-
duction of computers meant
significant change. Even the
Compugraphic soon became
history. By way of explana-
tlon, newspaper reporters
and editors would type their
stories and then take the
corrected copy to the back
shop, where the stories
would be retyped by typeset-
ters into the Compugraphic,
which was an early com-
puter that was about the
size of a narrow refrigerator.

Without going into too
much more detail, detail
which I'm no longer certain,
the final product was col-
umn-wide strips of paper
that would be trimmed, run
through a waxing machine,
which was about the size of
a typewriter, and placed on a
page. This would be done by
a compositior who would or-
ganize and place columns
and advertisements into log-
ical shapes on the page.

A photograph of this “fin-
ished” page would then be
taken with a large camera in
the back of the office and the
film processed to create a
negative. That negative was
then placed on a photo-sen-
sitive plate and exposed to
intense light. All remaining
photo-sensitive substances
on the plate were washed
away as it was processed.
The plate was then dried
and placed on the rollers of
the Goss Community Press.

With the introduction of

computers, this entire
process was eliminated.
There was a transition

phase, but the page now goes
directly from computer to
plate. Change? Definitely.

I'm much more familiar
with the changes that would
take place in newspaper
photography. During my ca-
reer, I spent many long
hours in the dark room. It
wasn’t much longer after I
arrived at The Times that
we went from developing
photos in baths (developer,
fixer and a stop bath), to a
print machine that was
again the size of a typewriter
and had rubber rollers that
threaded photo sensitive
paper through baths of de-
veloper and fixer.

What’s a darkroom? Our
darkroom itself was an un-
ventilated room the size of a

closet that was lit only with
a red safety light. We worked
with photo sensitive paper
and film that could be easily
damaged by light other than
a red safety light. As you
might well imagine, the
darkroom could get very hot
and stuffy in the summer.
The darkroom also smelled
strongly of the unintentional
mixing of developer and fixer
that occurred in the process.

While I've always felt the
process of adjusting photos
with an enlarger and run-
ning them through chemical
baths was a much more cre-
ative or artistic process, I
was easily swayed by tech-
nology and a strong desire to
get out of the hot, stuffy
darkroom. I was disap-
pointed early on, but not so
later as improvements were
made to the computer pro-
grams and cameras.

You should know that
prior to doing everything on
computers, we also rolled
our own rolls of film. We’d
order 100-foot long rolls of
film - usually ISO 400 black
and white. Once again in the
darkroom but this time in
total darkness, I'd cut the
film into lengths or strips
that were between 27 and 35
frames (any longer and the
film would jam in the canis-
ter) or so long and put them
into black plastic, reusable
canisters with screw tops.
We would carry the canisters
around in our pockets or in
containers taped onto the
straps of our cameras. With
this kind of access, we could
quickly feed film into our
single lens reflex (SLR) cam-
eras. Of course, rolling our
own film meant developing
our own film. This meant
spending more time in the
darkroom. Wet strips of film
were hung by clothespins to
dry from wires stretching
across the back wall. A heavy
paper clip also had to be at-
tached to the other end of
the film to prevent the nega-
tive strip from curling.

And then came digital
photography, and it came
without film or darkrooms.

We considered the first
cameras technologically
amazing, but the cameras
improved so quickly the
“new” cameras would be con-
sidered obsolete a short time
later. One of the major ad-
vantages of digital cameras,
however, was that images
could be seen on an LED
screen on the back of the
camera immediately after
the photo was taken. In the
past, of course, we had to
rely on our own skill to make
sure there was an image on
the negative when we devel-
oped the film in the dark-
room hours later.

The computer programs
we would come to use with
digital cameras were also
important. No longer were
we working in darkrooms
where we were breathing
fumes, and our hands were
in chemicals.

I've touched upon some of
the many changes, and as
you can surmise by now, a
labor intensive process that
required many more people
was forever changed in just
a relatively short period of
time.

I'm told more changes are
on the way, but I could have
guessed that. Change and
recording change is part of
what newspapers do.
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iarson & Christofferson
Proprietors

Phone 274

Rex Cafe

The Rex Cafe in Thief
River Falls was once a thriv-
ing restaurant in downtown
Thief River Falls. When it
closed, i1t was located on the
east side of LaBree Avenue
in the middle of the block be-
tween Second and Third
streets. “Where Two Rivers
Meet” states that in the
early 1930s it was located at
the corner of Second Street
and LaBree Avenue.

The Rex Cafe was estab-
lished, according to “Where
Two Rivers Meet” by Lars R.
Larson and Carl Christoffer-
son. In 1940, Phillip Larson
became a co-partner and
shortly after, the cafe was
moved to its location in the
middle of the block.

Thomas and dJeanne
Williams of Thief River Falls
came across a menu from
the restaurant from when
Larson and Christofferson
were listed as proprietors.

Due to illness, Phillip
Larson sold the business to
James Roche, who owned
and operated the cafe until
1947. At that time, the busi-
ness was sold to Jack Ed-
minston. In June of 1966,
Edminston sold the business
to Edward Turenne.

Pandemics 100 years apart

by David Hill
Editor

It is interesting, if not
alarming, that 100 years ago
residents were dealing with
another pandemic - Spanish
influenza. One hundred
years ago, however, the
Spanish influenza appeared
to be on the wane, while
COVID-19 numbers today
appear to be cresting in an-
other wave.

In Minnesota, the
COVID-19 pandemic began
to make its presence known
in March of 2020. Over the
year and a half since its ap-
pearance in the state, offi-
cials noted several waves of
infection spreading across
the state. In December 2020,
the first vaccines for
COVID-19 became available
to the public. During the two
years or so that it has been
recorded in the world, nu-
merous variants of the dis-
ease developed. Currently,
over 90 percent of all cases
are a result of the delta vari-
ant.

As of Sept. 1, 2021, Min-
nesota officials reported a
cumulative total of 651,388
COVID cases, and 7,817
deaths. Pennington County
had recorded 1,730 total
cases, and 20 deaths.

To get an idea of the im-
pact of the virus, the U.S.
Census Bureau released
population data in August
showing that the population
in Thief River Falls had in-
creased by 2.4 percent and
stood at 8,749. The popula-
tion of Pennington County
increased by 1.4 percent and
stood at 13,992.

A peacetime emergency
declaration was passed and
extended monthly through-
out 2020 and into 2021. At
times during the pandemic,
most people worked from
home; churches, restaurants
and wellness centers were
closed; gatherings were dis-
couraged and mask-wearing
required. In schools, there
were three learning models:
in-person learning, a hybrid
model in which there was a
mix of hybrid and online dis-
tance learning and in-person
learning, and a third model
- distance learning. Much of
the 2020-21 school year
passed in the distance learn-
ing model.

As the 2021-22 school
year is about to start, wear-
ing a mask was highly rec-
ommended.

In a June of 1996 edition
of The Times that celebrated
the community’s 100th an-
niversary, we reported the
following:

“Just as the good news
was being shared that World
War I had ended in the fall
of 1918, another piece of
good news locally was also
being promulgated by the
local newspaper. An epi-
demic of Spanish influenza
was deemed to have run its
course and public gatherings
were announced to be again
permitted. This was just in
time for all the public
Thanksgiving services for
the end of the war.

“This disease was by no
means the only to be in-
flicted on the local citizenry.
At various times in the past
100 years, other variations
of influenza, typhoid, diph-
theria, polio and tuberculo-
sis, have all been found here,
to name but a few.

“While the incidence of

tuberculosis was at its
height, the Oakland Park
TB  Sanitarium, which
served the surrounding
multi-county region, was lo-
cated here. What follows is a
representative article about
the end of the 1918 epidemic
of influenza.

Churches May Open On
Sunday and Schools
Monday Morning

“Danger from the threat-
ened influenza epidemic is
considered to have so far
abated that it is deemed safe
to permit the churches to re-
sume services on Sunday
morning. The city schools
will be reopened on Monday
as will all those in the coun-
try districts where pupils do
not come from households
actually stricken with the
disease. The ban has also
been lifted from the theaters
and the wusual Sunday
evening performance will be
allowed to take place.

“Dr. O.F. Mellby, city
health officer, regards the
situation as on the mend
and believes there will be no
increased danger from per-
mitting the usual order of
things to go on if people will
exercise all possible care. He
wishes everyone to under-
stand that the danger is by
no means regarded as past,
but that the irksome provi-
sions for the protection of
the public may be somewhat
abated if the people them-
selves will use the common-
est safeguards. Dr. Mellby
realizes that the closing
order is working a hardship
to a large number of our cit-
izens and is anxious to re-
move it as quickly as
possible.”

Situation is Canvassed

“Miss Laura Haggart,
school nurse, has carefully
canvassed the entire city
and is of the opinion that the
school may be safely opened.
In places where the in-

fluenza has been much
worse than here, the schools
have been permitted to run
and while the order for their
closing was generally ap-
proved it is now considered
that the danger has been
met and that this protection
1s no longer necessary. Miss
Haggart finds places where
groups are down with the
disease, but in each instance
the strictest isolation 1is
practiced and the danger of
spreading has been reduced
to a minimum. She will have
personal supervision over
the health of all children at-
tending school and will at
the first sign of danger, sup-
ply such measures as are
deemed necessary. the prob-
abilities are that the chil-
dren will be much more safe
in the school room under her
strict supervision than they
would be at home or on the

street.
No Increases Noted
“Dr. H.W. Forehlich,

county physician and special
observer for the state board
of health in this district dur-
ing the influenza outbreak,
states that reports received
by him indicate a slight re-
duction in the number of
cases. People are constantly
taken sick but there are
many more who are getting
well and the number of pa-
tients remains about sta-
tionary. He also urges that
everyone observe common
sense rules of cleanliness
and sanitation and agrees
with the view that there is
no longer any warrant for
keeping things closed up.

The photo to the right, ac-
cording to the caption on the
back, states that the city has
taken on electric lights and
built a water-powered gener-
ating plant, and Barzen has
enlarged his flour mill.
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East side of LaBree Ave. from 3rd Street - looking south - circa 1940 - Oen Mercantile, Rex
Cafe, Liebermans, Bowling Alley, The Mint , Jay Bee Drug.

LUNCHEON MENU

RELISHES

Calery -

Radishes

Stuffed Ol
ueen Ol

FRUITS AND PRESERVES
Half Grape Fruit Baked Apple in Cream —--....15

T Cream . Pears -
e Stewed Prines .|

ieed Oran -
%Ic nas aﬂﬁnf‘mam - Apple Snoee o .|
SALADS
fod e 50c Combinati a: "imla!
L‘;:’v‘n; Sn.:d R - Fruit Salad
Salmon Salad - —___dbe Potato Sa]ag[
SANDWICHES
Sta:-k ‘Enndwuch
Hot. F .
Hat Bee!'
Tomato ____
Bacon Tomat:
Ham Tomato
amato Leth
f'l| icken Clubhou
Park or Beef Cl
Peanut Butter
Any Bandwich on  Ton
Salmon Sandwich —e.oeeeeeaeeaalbe
S0UPS
Cream of Tomato 20 Vegetable . .. SRS | )

STEAKS AND CHOPS
Eresd, Butter and Potatoes, Tea, Coffec or Milk, Served With Meat or Fish Orders
Flain Steak __ — -
Club Steak _
Sirloin Steak
T-Hone Steak ..
Hamburger Ste
'ork ChOpPS -

=
dle
50¢
25c on
SR Fried Onions ——.
EGGS AND OMELETTES

Plain Omelette .
Ham Oml.‘h!llc -

'mmam Omeletie
Denver Omelette ___
Bacon Omelette

2 Fried ngs
2 Boiled ;_pm _________

P Poached on ‘%oast
Ham and Epgs oo
Bacon and Fggs R AR S

We carry a complete stock of cigarettes and cigars

LUNCHEON MENU

v I: (.. ETABLES

SDIﬂa:h J— -
ragus on Toast

Creame: 1 _Potators
French Fried

Fried Sweet Potatoes ___.

BREAKFAST SPECIAL, Breakfast Only
and Han \w at Cakes and Bacon -...._25¢
2he

Wheat Cakes

_25¢
\Vh{‘al. Cakes and San —
Tea, Coffee or \lﬂt

COLD MEATS \1\]’) POTATO SALAD

Boiled Ham occccmmmmemeana B30
Roast Chicken _ oo -
Meat Loafl ——______ e BOC

OYSTE I{"i IN SEABON

fie Half Doz Stewed in Cream _____S0c
Half Umz Raw . 3k
One Doz Raw e B

Half Doz, Fried _ 3
One T}oz Frl.ed TI)c
Half Doz. Stewed in itk ______sbc

Canned Lobster
Canned Alaska Salmon ..

TOASTS AND CEREALS
Bread and Botter SR (‘om Flnl(ew with Milk
am

c o
With Cream
— | ] Crackers with Mil
--10e With Cream
e Bowl Bread and Milk

S—.:
\l’it_h Preserves §e Extra

CAKES AND PASTRY

—eme—m=-10¢ Date Filled 2 for — e Be
-1 " Rocks 2 for — e

Assorted Ples (per cut] . | "3

White Cake

Coeoanut Coke __

“Chocolate Cake __ -1
8 2 for e B2

BEVERAGES

Cream per Glass —20e
Chocolate per Cup . _ 10c
M ik or Bulbermilk Cocon per Cop —— 10e

Yisit our candy counter

STEAKS AND CHOPS
Bread, Butter and Potatoes, Tea, Coffee or Milk, Served With Meat or Fish Orders

Plain Steak 85¢ Veal Chops __40¢
Club Steak 40c Calf Liver and Bacon or Onions _50¢
Sirloin Steak 60¢ Veal Cutlets _ 40c
T-Bone Steak 50¢c Fried Ham ___ 35e
Hamburger Steak 256¢ Fried Bacon 30c
Pork Chops 3be Fried Onions 10¢
EGGS AND OMELETTES
2 Fried Eggs 15¢ Plain Omelette G 30¢
2 Boiled Eggs 15¢ Ham Omelette i 35¢
2 Scrambled E%gs A U L Dl Cheese Omelette 85¢
2 Poached on Toast - _____ _ 20c Tomato Omelette 35¢
Ham and Eggs 40c Denver Omelette 35¢
Bacon and Fggs 35¢ Bacon Omelette 35¢

We carry a complete stock of cigarettes and cigars

One of the most renowned restaurants in
Thief River Falls was the Rex Cafe. | believe
the Rex closed in the mid to late 1990s, but
for years before that it was a thriving busi-
ness on LaBree Avenue - in the heart of
downtown Thief River Falls. In going
through their things, Thomas and Jeanne
Williams of Thief River Falls came across a

menu. Not only is it interesting because it’s
a momento from a business that served the
community, it’s significant because the
menu gives us a peek into life of the commu-
nity. For instance, a T-bone steak was 50
cents, pork chops 35 cents, and two fried
eggs 15 cents.

Established 1905

Ed Lee began the business which was located at 213 Main Avenue North.
In 1965 it was moved to is current location at 1403 Main Avenue North.
In 1936, Carl Lee started working for his father. In 1952 he bought the business.
Larry Lee began working for his father in 1978 and bought the business in 1983.
Derek Lee purchased the business from his father, Larry, in 2016.

Ad from 1911-1912 City Directory

Celebrating TRF’s Quasquicentennial
LEE PLUMBING AND HEATING

Plumbing and
- Heating

L Estlmates furnished.
' All work guranteed.

Office and Shop:

Thief River Falls, Minn.

EOWARD LEE

306 La. Bree Ave., N.

1430 Main Avenue North, Thief River Falls * 681-1903
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St. Pauli Church celebrates its 125th anmversary

by David Hill
Editor

Wherever people have
moved, they have taken with
them their customs, tradi-
tions and religion - espe-
cially religion.

Thief River Falls cele-
brated its 125th anniversary
this year, and so too have
some area churches. St.
Pauli Church, which is lo-
cated on the flat plains of
northwest Minnesota south
of Thief River Falls, cele-
brated its 125th anniversary
on Aug. 1. “When we reflect
on those faithful souls who
founded St. Pauli,” wrote
Faye Auchenpaugh in a his-
tory of the church, “we can
only guess as to why the
church was not organized
until 1895, when they had
been homesteading here
since the late 1870s.”
Auchenpaugh did mention
though that there were few
pastors in the area.

What is known is that
Mrs. Gust (Marie Pederson)
Gustafson recorded that the
first annual meeting was
held in the Braaten school-
house on Jan. 3, 1895. Rew.
Evenson was chairman and
Pete Paulson was secretary.
During that first meeting,
the constitution of the Nor-
weglan Evangelical
Lutheran Church was read
and adopted. St. Pauli was
chosen as the name for the
new congregation, which
was to be served by Rev. I.T.
Aastad, the pastor of what is
now  Trinity Lutheran
Church in Thief River Falls.

(Auchenpaugh discovered
that St. Pauli Church is the
Norwegian possessive form
for St. Paul’'s Church.
Auchenpaugh has prepared
a more complete and inter-
esting explanation in the
history of the church.)

Records show that “With
help from members’ pledges
and a $100 gift for lumber
from their Ladies Aid, the
church held its first services
in its present home in 1901.
This prairie house of wor-
ship has been home to suc-
ceeding generations  of
native Norwegians and their
friends, and it still thrives
with a vital, caring congre-
gation.

“Though there have been
several updates and renova-
tions since 1901, the feel of
the place still recalls the
days when services were ex-
clusively in Norwegian. St.
Pauli cherishes its heritage
and lovingly maintains its
cemetery, a frequent desti-

nation for persons doing re-
search into their own family
history.”

Why here?

What Auchenpaugh
wrote may explain the rea-
sons so many other churches
settled in the region. The
Homestead Act of 1862
opened up land to immi-
grant settlers who promised
to farm and live on the land
for five years. One year later,
the signing of the Old Cross-
ing Treaty opened about 11
million acres for settlement
in northeastern North
Dakota and northwestern
Minnesota. These two oppor-
tunities coincided with the
harsh conditions being expe-
rienced by the rapidly ex-
panding populations of
Norway and Sweden.

Almost as soon as settlers
began to settle the area,
churches began to be organ-
ized. “Once built,” wrote
Auchenpaugh, “the church
quickly became the heart of
the community.”

Why so many churches?

Auchenpaugh explained
that “Coming from a nomai-
nally united, state church in
Norway, Lutheran Norwe-
gians 1n America encoun-
tered a new religious
environment. Not only was
there no established state
church, but church and state
were separated. Unaccus-
tomed to religious freedom,
Norwegian Lutherans
quickly developed their own
religious organizations and
split into synods reflecting
differing theological view-
points rooted in both the
Norwegian and American
cultural landscapes.”

Not surprisingly, theolog-
ical conflict accompanied re-
ligious diversity.
Auchenpaugh explained
that the discord and evolu-
tion was evident in the
churches established in the
villages of St. Hilaire,
Goodridge and Thief River
Falls. By 1885, there were
six churches in St. Hilaire
(two Norwegian Lutheran,
one Catholic, one Mission,
one Swedish and one
Methodist. By 1910, there
were 13 churches in Thief
River Falls: Seventh-Day
Adventist, Swedish Baptist,
St.  Bernard’s Catholic,
Evangelical Swedish
Lutheran, German Evangel-
ical Lutheran, Huge
Lutheran, Scandinavian
Evangelical Lutheran,
United Lutheran, Zion
Lutheran, First Methodist
Episcopal,  Presbyterian,
Scandinavian Gospel Mis-

This is an early picture of the St. Pauli Lutheran Church congregation.

sion House, and Salvation
Army. When Goodridge was
built in 1915, there were two
churches - Nazareth Norwe-
gian Lutheran and St.
Anne’s Catholic.

St. Pauli Church: 125
Years, prepared and au-
thored by Auchenpaugh, is
thorough and enlightening
in terms of religious estab-
lishment in Thief River Falls
and the surrounding com-
munity.

Other Churches

Where Two Rivers Meet
has a rather extensive his-
tory of churches in the com-
munity. Some of the first
churches established in
what would become Thief
River Falls included:

First Baptist Church es-
tablished in 1883 or 1884.

St. Bernard’s Church - al-
though missionaries were
present, the first church
known as St. Bernard’s was
erected at 303 Duluth Ave.
S. in 1896.

Evangelical  Covenant
Church was in progress as
early as 1887.

The Scandinavian Mis-
sion Church was established
in 1906.

The Scandinavian Evan-
gelical Church was estab-
lished in 1901. It is part of
the history of the Evangeli-
cal Free Church.

St. John Lutheran

As part of Dairy Day festivities in the past, a
parade was held in Thief River Falls. Here,

pictured.

WED-SAT
9:30AM-1AM
SUN
12PM-12AM

BAR & GRILL

212 Second Street East « Thief River Falls

218~681~4500

1955 Dairy Day Process Barbara Droppo is

Church was formally organ-
ized in 1895.

Redeemer Lutheran
Church, organized as Sven-
ska Evangeliska Park Ridge
Forsamlingen Church on
June 11, 1887.

Seventh-Day Adventist
was established in the late
1800s.

Our Trinity Lutheran

Located south of Thief River Falls, St. Pauli
Lutheran Church has provided a sound foun-

Church is a result of three
congregations coming to-
gether in 1919.

United Methodist Church
began was a Sunday School
established in 1885 by Miss
Helen Wallin. In 1886,
James Thomas, a Sunday
School missionary, worked
with Wallin and organized
the first church.

Zion Lutheran Church
was first organized as the
Thief River Falls Scandina-
vian Evangelical Lutheran
Church on Jan. 7, 1890.

Every church has its own
story of how it came to be.
Be sure to check out the
records and history of your
church.

St. Ci.Daula "

CLuthe an

years.

dation for its congregation for over 125

(800) 295-FORD

802 3rd Street West

Thief River Falls

+ (218) 681-2660
www.thiefriverfordinc.com

HAPPY [20™ BIRTRDAY THIEF RIVER FALLSI

Thief River

<>

\\vz? Quick Lane

TIRE & AUTO CENTER

» Windshields

* Side Mirrors

* Door Window
Glass

681-1333

1-800-261-1333

418 Atlantic Ave N.
Thief River Falls,
MN 56701

Thank you to our customers
for helping our business grow!

Serving NW Minnesota

“Quality Service Locally”
* Auto Glass Replacement & Repair

Monday - Thursday 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m. - Saturday 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

(218) 681-0413

Check out our website at
www.steamagictrf.com

PROMPT
PROFESSIONAL

SERVICE

Get total dirt, stain, bacteria and odor removal with our
professional steam cleaning service. Our chemical-free
cleaning leaves your carpets looking and smelling like new
with no residue for a safer, cleaner and more beautiful home.

SteaMagic
of Thief River Falls

(218) 681-2319
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The flour and saw mills in Thief River Falls? is normal water in the early days. It could
The back of this photo only states that this also be of the mill in St. Hilaire.

Dredge taken during the time of the big
drainage project northeast of Thief River
Falls.

Without dltches, much of the land in north-
western Minnesota would be unfarmable for
all but dry years. According to the back of
this photo, this is the Arpin Weiland Walking

:C#XE17) Young Pine L
INDEPENDENT ORDE

The photographer took th|s plcture froma during the 19505 durmg a busy event in
higher vantage point. It appears to be taken downtown Thief River Falls.

Logging was one of the primary industries
in the community of Thief River Falls during
the early days of its history. According to the
caption on the back of this photo, this is a
scene on the river looking north from Third

Street. All these logs were for the Thief River
Falls mill. All logs that came down on the
other side of the boom went to the St. Hilaire
and Crookston mills.

This, apparently, is LaBree Avenue looking
north from First Street in the early days of
Thief River Falls. The small part of a porch
and building on the extreme left was a hotel.
The caption on the back of the photo also

asks readers to take note of the Hotel
Ogahmah (I always thought it was Ogemah),
which was moved to Thief River Falls from
St. Hilaire.

A o A=t L

e i *I

Readers may remember this incarnation of
Lincoln High School, which is pictured in

this undated aerial photo.

Burger
Menu
Saturday
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Open Sunday <
11 am. -7 p.m. @&

Kitchen Open Daily at 11 a.m.
Home Cooked Specials

302 Mam Ave N ° Thlef Rlver Falls
Call 681- 6245 For Take Out!

BUT OUR QUALITY AND SERVICE

E THINGS HAVE cHANGED ]
]I 1

HAVE REMAINED THE SAME ||
FOR 47 vennrs

There was no caption on this photo, but it obviously shows
the American Legion Band. Thief River Falls did have a very
active band. Though an American Legion band no longer ex-

nity band.

M@bll

- BULK FUEL SALES -
- BULK OIL -
) - LUBRICANTS -

Since

Being a

SORVIG
OIL

(218) 681-7331 N
1501 Main Avenue North DX
Thief River Falls T “ancr
| H |2
E=EE s (O

Northwest Beverage
is
Proud to Celebrate

the Thriving
Thief River Falls
Community

| | NORTHWEST BEVERAGE

1320 Greenwood Street West
in Thief River Falls

1945 —

Part of

ists here, the community still does have an active commu-

- . AN
3 EEarra -

LEGENDS

K¢ ,ﬂottin7 qooc(:i

Norskie & Prowler Apparel & Accessories

TYR Swimwear & Accessories

Sports Nutrition & Workout Supplements

Custom Uniforms, Jerseys & Apparel

Team Orders Welcome

212 Atlantic Ave -+ Thief River Falls
218-681-1006

HOURS

Monday - Friday 9 A.M. - 6 P.M.

Saturday 9 A.M. - 4 P.M.
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e New ¢ Like-New
e Clothing e Decor
e Antiques e Jewelry

The styles may have changed but not the
big deals you can find at Old Bostwicks

You Are Invited to a

istinction

carriage of

between Bostwicks - 109 years young - and S & L - 44 years young.
A union designed tc make your shopping the most pleasant, the most
convenient, the most rewarding experience possible. A union that
will bring an exciting new world of exquisite merchandise to you...
your family...your home.

Through the merger of these two great retail establishments we are now oble

to bring you hundreds of the greatest brand nomes in the entire country...

names femous for Quality, Integrity, Yalue and Satisfaction,

These are only a few of the nationally-advertised brands you will fad ‘at. Bositwicks *
Women's Apparel : ; . And for the Home
FASHIONS ){o Children’s Apparel DOMESTICS and
Kimberly Knits R & K Originals PIECE GOODS
Forever Young Lampl INFANTS' WEAR
Chevy Chase Kay Windsor " ”01!“ Dan‘RMar
House of Shroyer  Mr. Mciver Wanderalls Trundl Bundle Kid Duds Nannette Indian Head Burlington
Sue Brett 1P, by Puritan Buster Brown Cutlers Sorbeau Trimiit Cona Springknight
Domini B-el.!y Barciay Quiltex Curity Berkshire Health-Tex Cohama Fairba
Berkshire Scott Juniors GIRLS' WEAR Eventio 3 ']]j_mlnsg" Products Chatham Beacon
Stacy Ames Lily Lynn Kud:L-Hap: it Craft Pepperell Olde Kentucky
Miss Smith Hattie Leeds Cinderella Tawn & Country  Thomas Textiles Pequot MNorth Star
Youngland Stretchini '
COATS Kate Greenawsy  Ship 'n Shora BOYS' WEAR g“"“t“ :;":u':"" Jones
§  Misty Harbor Printzass Pandora MacShore Keynias: Health-Tex ol ey
Bromley Zero King Amy Peters Russ Girl Collegiate Farah oyal Terry
Manchester Modes Mar-Del k:r;eas - :eg Ix? 5\-‘;_ . Wrangler Levis HOME FURNISHINGY,
Lorna Lea White Bear ime Togs ainbow Gir B.V.D. Sir Jae
Country Suburban  Forecastar of Picado Kayser Roth Portage Master Jim COSMETICS ond TOYS
Butwin of St. Paul Bosten Style Undies Her Majesty Bissell Corning Ware
Grand Prix Suburban Westinghousa Hamilton Beack
SPORTSWEAR Ronson Brookpark
Lenriox Kromex
Russ Togs MacShore Leeds Charm Fred
Pandora Junior House 's W Shulfon Regal Aluminums
Tiger. Jane Colby Knits * Men's Wear i _ "
Jack Winter, Jr,  Lady Wrangler When planning your fanily's Engleh Leathsr :;::: Rubinsteln
Century Dune Deck Brentwood Manhattan
Laura Mae Deven Statford Club Wings ’ioppi.’ ..." Iook nw to Ideal
Pant Togs Gordon Peters bl Don Riclisrdé Bostwicks, where you can
INTIMATE APPAREL Adam Paris olways be assured of dependable
Perma Lift Playte Shields Prince Gardner . =
ey Bt Energy Grals quality...courteous, friendly
W Slimwear  Mavie Star Farah “5ir Jac i
ShumberToge:  Loseina Golden Award  Five Brothers service...convenient credit
Raymode Skintees Golden V
ACCESSORIES
Van Raalte Kayser Roth
Shalimar Cora
Capri ] ‘Wm. Rand.
A Weiss Jama *
Kadin Garay shoas
Vera Celabrity for the family
Glentex Frince Gardner
BEonnie Doon Kayser Life Stride Tiffany
Mon. - Fri Hanes Fashion Flair  Tempos e
. . Mondl Party Goers Headguarters...
Air Lana - Suburban Debs ; 2
1 0 a.m. = 6 p.m. Fly-Abouts Teen Town Sports
Kedettes Yodelers

Saturday
10a.m.-5p.m.

“’\\,
224 LaBree Ave. N, Thief River Falls « 218-681-3094 § _
WWW.OId bostwi cks_com T o Proudly Supporting Pennington County Humane Society

Jarman Straton -

U5, Keds Starlets ¥

Jarman Jrs, Robin Hood . 0 S w lc
Scotties Straton Jr. r

SINGE 1856

* Come in early ond select your family's fall and
back-to-school meeds while our stocks are complete.
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How the vision of a Multi-
Events Center changed

by David Hill
Editor

A Thief River Falls Cen-
tennial edition that ap-
peared in the Thief River
Falls Times included a story
of a groundbreaking event in
the community - the con-
struction of a Multi-Events
Cultural Complex. Twenty-
five years later, although it’s
much different than envi-
sioned, the dreams remain
and it’s a significant driver
of economic development in
the region.

Phase I of the project was
expected to include a football
and soccer stadium with a
400-meter track, a softball
and baseball complex, five
soccer and football practice
fields, a four-court tennis fa-
cility, a wellness center,
locker rooms, concourse, ac-
cess roads and parking.
Phases II and III of the re-
gional facility were, at that
time, still in the planning
stages, but expected to in-
clude a 16,900 square-foot
recreational Aquatic Center
with a 25-yard six-lane
swimming pool, water slide
and indoor and outdoor wad-
ing pool areas.

At its inception, needs as-
sessments were conducted.
Some of the stated needs
also included indoor and out-
door tennis courts, outdoor
and indoor running tracks,
ballfields for Little League
baseball, an indoor basket-
ball court, weight training
rooms and more. A proposal
dated April 1994 listed
major components as a field
house, for health, wellness,
athletics, jogging, volleyball,
workshops, trade shows and
convention; a conference and
seminar area, a Native
American Cultural Center, a
stadium and track; and, of
course, baseball and softball
fields and tennis courts.

During the groundbreak-
ing ceremony 25 years ago,
then-Mayor Bob Reeve said
“It’s the beginning of the
next century. It will provide
for the activity needs of our
citizens, citizens of the re-
gional community, and com-
plement the businesses in
the community.”

The construction and op-
eration of the facility was to
be overseen by a Joint Pow-
ers Board that consisted of
the City of Thief River Falls,
School District 564, Pen-
nington County, and North-
land  Community  and
Technical College.

Today, the City of Thief
River Falls, Northland Com-
munity and Technical Col-
lege, and School District 564
remain on the operations
committee, while the county
dropped its participation for
a number of reasons. The
name of the facility also
changed from Multi-Events
Cultural Center to Multi-
Events Center.

These changes reflect
signs of the times, and pres-
sures on budgets and re-
sources.

The facility itself, how-
ever, remains a vital part of
the infrastructure of the
community. What does it in-
clude today?

Mike Biermaier, a mem-
ber of the operations com-
mittee and representative of
School District 564, said
there are two baseball fields
- one of which is the North-
land baseball field, and
seven softball fields, and ac-
companying structures such
as shelters, a playground,
concession stand and rest-
rooms. There’s also green
space being used for soccer

fields. Of course, there’s also
the football field and track,
stadium seating, and Multi-
Events Center, which in-
cludes locker rooms, and
interestingly, most, if not all,
of the mechanical equipment
that would be needed to op-
erate an aquatic center.

The facility is being used
regularly for football games,
track meets, baseball and
softball games, and in recent
years for cross country
meets and Special Olympics
because it has concessions,
open space, locker rooms
and restrooms. It occasion-
ally gets used for state and
regional tournaments. One
year, it hosted a state out-
door archery tournament, so
it is living up to its billing as
a true multi-events center.

Several changes have
taken place at the Multi-
Events Center over the
years. A couple of years ago,
a paved multi-use trail was
completed, drainage tiles
were put in on a softball and
baseball field, and a tree
planting program was im-
plemented.

Biermaier said there are
plans to enclose the dugouts
on fields 4 and 5. He said
they put an effort into doing
something every year.

Who knows, in the near
future an aquatic center
might be located at the Cen-
ter.

Watch for
Chapter 2 of the
125th Anniversary
Thief River Falls
in the October 6th
Edition of
The Times

GARDEN VALLEY

TECHNOLOGIES

GVTV | Internet
GV Cellular

Security & Smart Home
Phone Service

Sign up at
JOIN.GVTEL.COM

RETAIL STORE LOCATIONS

Thief River Falls | Erskine | Bagley
800-448-8260 | www.gvtel.com | FIfIE©

Innovate > Advance > Connect
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OUR HOME

DIGIKEYCAREERS.COM

©2021 Digi-Key Electroncis. Digi-Key Electronics is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, disability, or status as a protected veteran.
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